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PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

12th April 2017 at 7.30 pm 

AGENDA – OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 

 

1. Welcome, Apologies and Declarations 

2.  Minutes for Adoption:  

2.1 Consideration of the Minute of the meeting of 29th March 2017 

3. Matters Arising:  

 3.1 Matters arising from the Minute of 29th March 2017 

 3.1.1. Phurt Le Moirrey Facebook page update 

 3.1.2 Approve cost of putting plaques on benches with concrete supports 

3.1.3 Correspondence with Highways re Port St Mary Village Highways  

3.1.4 Purchase of 40 chairs  

3.1.5 Arts Council funding 

4. Motions:  

4.1 Motion from Mr Ashcroft that Manxonia Sub Group is disbanded with 

immediate effect and responsibility for the timely development of the 

property is delegated to the Clerk reporting to the Board quarterly. 

5. Finance: 

 5.1 List of April 2017 Invoices for approval 

 5.2 List of Invoices paid in March 2017 for noting 

6. Special Projects: 

 6.1 Sand Racing – Mr A Phair  

 6.2 Gellings Avenue public toilets 

7. Public Correspondence:  
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7.1 Correspondence from MCCIOM  

7.2 1st Supplemental to Valuations List 

7.3 Correspondence from Ballakarran Meat Co 

7.4 Correspondence from retiring Clerk to Rushen Commissioners 

7.5 Correspondence from DoI re changes to divisional structure within 

Department of Infrastructure 

7.6 Correspondence from Southern Recycling Centre 

7.7 Changes to the Highways Act    

8. Consultations  

 8.1 DEFA consultation on “Proposals for the Future Management of the 

Isle of Man Common Whelk Fishery”  
 

9. Planning Matters:  

 9.1 Planning Applications 

PA17/00299/B Mr and Mrs E Bell, Shilley Ny Marrey, Castletown Road, 

Port St Mary. Alterations and widening of existing driveway. 

 9.2 Planning Approvals 

 9.3 Planning Amendments 

10.  Policy and Resources  

 10.1 Breakdown of Kerbside – to be attached 

11. Invitations 

12. Any other business of an urgent nature (by permission of the Chairman) 
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Port St Mary Commissioners 
Ordinary Board Meeting 

Open Public Session 
29th March 2017 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Mrs B Williams, Dr M Haywood, A Phair, A Merchant, C Kinley,  R Hirst, A 

Grace, I Skelly, A Hamilton (Clerk) 
Apologies: R Ashcroft 

 
 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations ACTION 

 The Chairman welcomed the members present, noted Mr 
Ashcroft’s apology for absence and that there were no 
declarations of interest received. 

 

2. Minutes for Adoption  

2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consideration of the minutes of the meeting of 8th March 2017 
The minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 8th March 2017 were 
considered. The following amendment was requested: 
 
Item 3.1 PSM16/217 – Dr Haywood asked for a correction to line 3 
as 2 sentences were merged.  A full stop and capital T should be 
inserted. 
 
It was resolved that the minutes, subject to the above 
amendment, be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
Proposed by Dr Haywood.  
Seconded by Mr Grace.    
All were in agreement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Matters Arising  

3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action points arising from the minute of 8th March 2017 
PSM16/223  Town Hall Booking Fees  
PSM16/222 West Room   
There is an item on the private meeting agenda regarding the 
West Room. 
PSM16/224 Quote for 40 chairs for West Room   

The Clerk stated that this needed to be revisited as they were 

needed. 

 
PSM16/215 Karran Quirk footpath sign    

 
Ongoing 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
Ongoing 



 
 

Page 4 of 29 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clerk explained that the new sign had been fitted and 
removed as the spelling was wrong.  The correct wording had 
originally been ordered so a replacement had been requested 
from the supplier. 
 
PSM 16/217 Rifle Club - Lease   
The Clerk hadn’t received any comments regarding the draft 
leases circulated at the meeting from the Board members. Dr 
Haywood requested that an annual review of rent should be 
included. The Clerk explained that the draft leases were only for a 
year, but suggested that this could be increased to 5years and 
then an annual review would be appropriate.  The use of the 
snooker room was also discussed as it was felt that the facility 
should be available to the rifle club and public.  Mrs Williams 
asked the Clerk to arrange for those involved with the snooker 
room to be invited to a pre meeting before the next Board 
meeting to discuss the use of the room. 
 
PSM16/182 Refuse Recycling and Disposal  
Mr Phair asked the Clerk to report the figures they had discussed 
to the next meeting.  This was to be discussed under item 3.1.3 on 
this agenda. 
 
PSM16/225 Bicycle Stand  
The Clerk confirmed that the bicycle stand had been installed 
adjacent to Manxonia House. 
 
PSM16/234 Dog Byelaws  
The Clerk had asked Tom to arrange the installation of the 
camera. The results of the consultation were to be discussed 
under item 3.1.2 on this agenda. 
 
PSM16/178 Bin Wagon – Contract   
The Clerk had recently met with Jason of Port Erin to discuss the 
preparation of a contract.  Mr Grace stated that a contract had 
been drawn up when the arrangement was originally made, Mr 
Kinley and Mr Merchant both recalled a contract but could not 
recall seeing a final signed version.  The Clerk explained that the 
usage had changed since the outset therefore a revised contract 
was being prepared reflecting current needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
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Invoices for payment 
Line 28 – Mr Phair had queried that if the fuel was for the bin 
wagon that it should be posted under refuse expenses not sundry 
fuel costs.  The Clerk explained that this would deviate from 
previous practice and should be considered by the proposed new 
budget sub-committee.  The terms of reference for the new 
committee are on this meeting’s agenda. 
 
PSM16/241 Letter from Hon. Juan Watterson SHK re Rushen 
Parish Church War Memorial 
The Clerk had received a reply and this was on the meeting’s 
agenda under item 12.1. 
 
PSM16/239 Planting of an elm tree 
This was to be planted in the Memorial Garden. 
 
PSM16/258 Beach Clean Saturday 4th March -Keep Britain Tidy 
The Clerk had asked Tom to find out if it was possible to return the 
unused litter pickers. 
 
PSM16/238 Motion from Mr Phair – Budget information 
The Clerk reported that a summary had been posted on to 
webpage, but he would have to review this in light of Mr Phair’s 
motion. 
 
Email received from a ratepayer regarding the lane to the rear of 
Bayview Road.  
The Clerk reported that there had been no progress with the 
building works.  The builder has been contacting the Clerk 
regularly but Manx Utilities were currently delaying any progress. 
 
PSM16/246 Standing Orders 
They were currently with Margaret to amend and Mr Kinley would 
let her know of the amendments he required.  On completion the 
Clerk would circulate a revised copy to Board members. 
 
PSM16/148 Wall opposite old Police Station 
The Clerk confirmed that the Department of Infrastructure had 
repaired the wall. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
New Budget 
Sub C’ttee – 
ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed 
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PSM16/249 Bay View Road – undulations in the road  
This was to be discussed in this meeting under item 3.1.1. 
 
PSM16/181 Phurt Le Moirrey Facebook Page 
The Clerk confirmed that Margaret had spoken to Graham Shaw 
about taking over the administration. 
 
PSM16/250 Arts Council funding 
This was to be discussed under item 7.1. 
 
PSM16/223 Town Hall bookings and Job description for Hall 
Caretaker & Events Coordinator 
Mr Phair had examined the usage in more detail and reported on 
his findings.  He asked the Clerk for December numbers. 
 
PSM16/231 Centre re operating hours 
The Clerk had sent a reply outlining the Boards concerns. 
 
PSM16/254 Land to rear of Southern Amenity Site – site visit 
The Clerk was asked to chase up a reply from the Minister for the 
DoI, seeking clarification and would bring the reply to the Board.   
Dr Haywood suggested that it may be a matter for DEFA.  The 
Clerk requested that the discussion be continued in the private 
meeting. The Clerk confirmed that the disposing of compost on 
the land had stopped until the Board had received confirmation. 
 
Update on the Area Plan for the East 
The Clerk had sent an acknowledgement. 
 
PSM16/127 Skate Park 
Mr Ashcroft was to report back on the meeting he attended. 
 
PSM16/266 Parking on the Larghan 
The Clerk reported that he had spoken to the DoI about the one 
way suggestion and they were quite accepting, although they 
were concerned that it may increase speed.  They would carry out 
a feasibility study at the Board’s request. 
 
PSM16/267 Performing Rights Licence for Town Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr 
Phair/Clerk 
 
 
Completed 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
Completed 
 
 
 
Mr Ashcroft 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
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3.1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.1.3 

The Clerk had asked Adrian to look in to this, but he was currently 
on holiday. 
 
PSM16/271 Response from DoI re Village Highway 
The Clerk presented an email response he had received.  Mr 
Kinley expressed his concerns regarding the state of the road.  Mr 
Grace asked for more details on the Bay View Road scheme and 
suggested that a survey be requested for Lime Street, High Street 
and Harbour Road.  Mr Merchant commented that as it was 
thought that the IRIS trench was a major cause this would apply 
through the village. 
 
PSM16/234 Dog Bylaws – summary of responses 
Dr Haywood proposed that as the consultation had not provided 
sufficient detail the existing bylaw should just be updated. 
Mr Kinley seconded, as it was possible to bring in a new bylaw if 
and when improved data was available. 
All were in agreement. 
 
The Clerk asked for it to be noted that he had increased the status 
of hearing dogs in the bylaw.  Dr Haywood asked for this to be 
amended to all “assistance” dogs. 
 
PSM16/260 Budget Sub Committee – Terms of Reference 
The Clerk presented revised terms of reference based on 
comments received.   Dr Haywood pointed out that it had been 
previously agreed for 3a to be amended to financial information.  
She proposed the terms of reference be approved, with the 
amendment to 3a. 
Mr Kinley seconded. 
All were in agreement. 
 
The Clerk would contact members with a proposed date for the 
first meeting in April within the next week. 

 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

4 Motions  

 There were no motions for the Board to consider.  

5. Finance  

5.1 
 
 

List of Invoices for approval 
The Clerk presented the list of invoices for payment. 
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 Mr Phair queried Lines 34 and 36 as they appeared to be 
duplicate entries. The Clerk would look into this. 
 
Mr Grace proposed that the invoices be paid, with the exception 
of Line 36. 
Seconded by Mr Merchant. 
All were in agreement 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Special Projects  

6.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSM16/265 Memorial Benches –attached 
The Clerk presented a report from Margaret Davies.  The report 
sought advice from the Board on memorial benches, some of 
which are maintained at no cost to the person who initially 
purchased the bench.  The board responded to the suggestions 
made. 
 
It was agreed that there should be a cut-off point and 15 years 
was thought to be reasonable, after which the one off payment 
would be considered no longer valid. 
 
It was felt that more than one plaque per bench was not 
appropriate. 
 
Plaques could be put on benches with concrete plinths, although 
it was felt that the slats needed to be upgraded to hardwood. 
 
It was agreed that the picnic benches at Kallow Point should not 
be replaced by memorial benches. 
 
Mrs Williams suggested that plaques could be moved to the 
Millennium Garden when they were removed from a bench, it was 
also suggested that this could be an alternative option to a bench. 

 
 
 

   

7. Public Correspondence  

7.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSM16/250 Arts Council funding 
The Clerk was disappointed to report that the funding application 
had not been successful.  The Board members asked the Clerk to 
reply expressing the Boards disappointment and pointing out that 
it was a larger venue, with a stage, than the other two venues 
referred to in their letter and would lend itself to different types 
of events. 
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7.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.6 
 
 

 
Email from a ratepayer re recycling food waste  
The Clerk had received an email concerning the recycling of food 
waste.  Mr Grace stated that compost bins had been provided in 
the past.  Mr Kinley explained that there was nowhere to dispose 
of it on the island.  The Clerk was asked to reply, agreeing with 
the ratepayers intentions, but explaining that there were currently 
no facilities available on the island for the disposal of food waste. 
 
Email from Port Erin Commissioners re refuse vehicle 
The Clerk presented a letter received via email regarding 
comments made on social media on 19th February by a Board 
member.  It was agreed that the comments were a personal view 
not a view of the Board and this was in line with the Board’s 
standing orders. 
 
Email from RNLI  re street collection 
The RNLI requested permission for a street collection in the Port 
on Saturday 15th July.  Mr Grace proposed that this be approved. 
Mr Merchant seconded. 
All were in agreement. 
 
The Board members asked the Clerk to send a reply agreeing to 
the request.  Dr Haywood asked the Clerk to let the RNLI know 
that the school were holding a fun day and football tournament 
on that day which may lead to more visitors in the village on that 
day. 
 
PSM16/272 Email correspondence from DEFA re DNA Testing of 
Dogs – Proposed Amendment to the Dogs (Amendment) Bill 
The Clerk presented a letter requesting a response from the Board 
whether they were in favour of DNA testing. 
Mr Grace proposed that the Board were in favour. 
Mr Skelly seconded. 
All except Dr Haywood and Mr Kinley were in agreement, as they 
both felt it would not work. 
 
Correspondence from Residents re Rates 
The Board members requested the Clerk to send a reply stating 
that the surplus referred to was a contingency fund.  Mr Grace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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7.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.9 
 
 

stated that he had not been present at the meeting that agreed 
the rate increase and he would not have agreed to it. 
 
PSM16/101 Correspondence from Resident re wild flowers 
A letter had been received from Cilla Platt regarding a school visit 
to the Wildflower Preservation Triangle at Kallow Point.  Dr 
Haywood reminded the Clerk that this area should not be cut this 
summer as previously discussed.  She had seen a sign used 
elsewhere that explained to the public why the area had not been 
cut and agreed to forward a picture and details to the Clerk. 
 
Correspondence from Resident re Loch Road 
The Clerk presented a letter stating that a new footpath was 
sticking out into the road.  Mr Grace proposed that the Clerk 
write to the Highways Department highlighting the issue. 
Seconded by Mr Skelly. 
All were in agreement. 
 
Dr Haywood also requested that the Clerk mention the similar 
situation on the Larghan at the same time. 
 
PSM16/242 Email from Cabinet Office re Freedom of Information 
training 
The Clerk had received information regarding training and support 
for local Authority staff and confirmed that he and Margaret 
would be attending the introductory session on 3rd April.  More 
detailed workshops are planned for November.  Mr Merchant 
restated that great care needed to be taken when destroying 
records. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Haywood 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

8. Consultations  

8.1 
 
 
 
8.2 

Freedom of Information Schedule 1 Consultation 
The Clerk asked the Board members to note the consultation.  Any 
responses needed to be made by 18th April 2017. 
 
Consultation on the proposed changes to legislation relating to 
Estate Agents and Property Agents 
The Clerk asked the Board members to note the consultation.  Any 
comments should be submitted by 21st April 2017. 

 
 
 
 

9. Planning Matters  

9.1 Planning Applications  
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9.2 
9.2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.3 
9.3.1 
 
 
9.3.2 
 
 
 

There were no planning applications to consider. 
 
Planning Approvals 
PA17/00021/B Mr Andrew Bennett. Thie Vane, Truggan Road, 
Port St Mary.  Erection of double garage with sun room over and 
extension of residential cartilage to include land forming part of 
adjacent property Kionslieu. 
 
The Board noted the above planning approval. 
 
Planning Amendments 
PA17/00181/B Mrs Gillian Stephens, 3 Creggan, Port St Mary.  
Amend position of flue. 
 
PA16/01360/B Mr C Worsfold.  Cliftonville Cottage, Fistard, Port St 
Mary.  Amended to increase depth of proposed garage. 
 
The Board noted the above planning amendments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Policy and Resources  

 There were no items for the Board to consider.  

11. Invitations  

11.1 Invitation to International Barbirolli Festival at Erin Arts Centre on 
Saturday 1st April 
Mrs Williams agreed to attend. 

 

12. Any other business of an urgent nature  

12.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.3 

PSM16/241 Correspondence from ratepayer to Hon. Juan 
Watterson relating to the Rushen Parish Church War Memorial 
Mr Kinley requested that this item be moved to the private 
meeting as the letter from the ratepayer had been sent in 
confidence to the MHK.  This should also be removed from the 
webpage. 
 
Hartford Homes Development 
The Clerk reported that Hartford Homes had informed him that 
they were on track to submit a planning application shortly.  The 
Board members requested a representative from Hartford 
Homes be invited to a pre meeting once the planning application 
had been submitted 
 
PSM16/167 Recent public meetings 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk - 
ongoing 
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Mr Merchant referred to the recent public meetings regarding 
parking on the beach and closed footpath.  He sought approval 
from the Board to pursue a couple of options with the Clerk that 
involved no cost at this stage.  There were no objections. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The public session ended at   8.55pm  
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Item 3.1.3 

From: Alastair Hamilton [mailto:a.hamilton@portstmary.gov.im]  
Sent: 30 March 2017 14:55 

To:  

Cc:  

Subject: Re: PSM Village Highways  

Hi 

My thanks to your Department for completing the reinstatement of the wall opposite the 
Police station.   

My Board considered your email of 9th March last night. I am instructed to reply as follows: 

 1. We do not fully understand your reply as there is not a Baptist Church in Port St Mary. 

2. If, as suggested, you accept that the IRIS infill was sub-standard and has failed then it is 
logical that issue is consistent throughout the trench. Therefore the visible collapses that are 
evident in High Street, Quay Street, Athol Place and Lime Street also require addressing, not 
simply the area in Bayview Road. Can you provide my Board with the evidence of a survey/ 
assessment carried out in these streets which came to the conclusion that work was not 
needed as an urgent necessity.  

In approaching Treasury it may be more straightforward to seek funding for the whole job, 
even if it is executed in a phased manner.  

On a couple of related matters:  

1.  a representative of your Department stated in public that you were about to re-open 
Public Right of Way 446 (steps off of Primrose Terrace) imminently. Please, can you confirm 
when that will be done and whether any safety- related repair work is planned to the 
parapet wall which gave the initial concern. 

2. We have a representation from a ratepayer regarding the reconstruction of two 
properties in Loch Road. The point made is that the pavement has been reconstructed in a 
different place and is restricting the flow of traffic, particularly when cars are parked there. 
We originally directed this individual to your office but their comment is that you were 
"pretty disinterested." Can I encourage you to take an interest when you are in the village 
on other matters as we concur with their assessment.   

3. On 24th January a Mr xx advised us that you would be reinstating structure 2724 (steps 
off of the Catwalk). Can you please advise when this will be completed.   

Many thanks,  Alastair Hamilton,  
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From:  
Sent: 05 April 2017 13:04 
To: Alastair Hamilton 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: PSM Village Highways  
  
Dear Alastair, 
  
Thank you for your email and I will address the points you have raised below: 
  

1.      Apologies that we referred to the Living Hope Church as the Baptist Church. 
2.      As stated Bay View Road as the main road in and out of the village it is scheduled for 

extensive reconstruction subject to Treasury approval.  High Street, Quay Street, Atholl 
Place and Lime Street, do not require major reconstruction, however they can be 
scheduled into the long term programme of works, but as an interim measure patching 
works will be carried out to address the main areas of concern.   

  
Other Matters: 
  

1.      This work has been passed to the engineer who is unfortunately on annual leave so I am 
unable to provide you with an update at present, but will respond on his return. 

2.      This is the first time this issue has been brought to my attention, but having looked at 
the plans and on site, it would appear that the pavement width is wider than the 
original.  However, in saying this, the pavement is a vast improvement as to what was 
there and now allows those in wheelchairs and those with prams a more comfortable 
and safer route.  The width of the carriageway varies from 6 metres up to 8 metres 
along this road, which is sufficient to allow cars to pass whilst vehicles are 
parked.  Please also note that double yellow lines still need to be reinstated adjacent to 
these properties down towards Lime Street, which should stop any traffic flow 
problems, but I must state we have had no reported issues of traffic 
problems.  However, if the Board of Commissioners are unhappy with the works carried 
out by the developer and feel that the designs have not been carried out in accordance 
with their planning approval you may wish to contact Planning Enforcement. 

3.      This work has been passed to the engineer who is unfortunately on annual leave so I am 
unable to provide you with an update at present, but will respond on his return. 

  
Kind regards 
  

  
Traffic Technician & Customer Services Supervisor 
Highway Services 
Department of Infrastructure 
Ellerslie Depot 
Crosby 
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Item 3.1.5 

From:  

Sent: 31 March 2017 10:05 

To: Alastair Hamilton 

Subject: Arts Council funding  

  

Dear Mr Hamilton, 

  

Thank you for your letter. I apologise about the mistake on the letter I sent regarding Arts Council funding, it 

should of course have read March not May. 

  

The Arts Council next meet on Friday 7
th

 April and I will place your letter before them for 

consideration.  However, it would be useful to have some more information if possible to help them understand 

the following: 

  

1.    The type of drama and music productions you are hosting and why it is not possible for them to be hosted 

elsewhere in your region (and if possible average audience numbers for the events) 

  

2.    Why you feel your local community are unable to access events at the Erin Arts Centre or King’s Court Theatre 

  

If it is possible to have this information before next Friday I can share it with Arts Council members.  

  

While you are correct that the funding the Arts Council delivers is nationally available, I will elaborate a bit on 

its source to perhaps provide further understanding. The Arts Council’s budget is derived entirely from the tax 

duty on Lottery ticket sales. The income tax collected on ticket sales is disseminated by the Treasury to the 

Arts Council, Culture Vannin, Manx Lottery Trust and IOM Sport (not in equal measure). In the 16/17 year this 

funding has suffered a decrease (due to a fall in Lottery ticket sales) and forecasts for 17/18 are predicting 

further reductions. Therefore, the Arts Council is facing the same situation as many other publicly funded 

organisations in trying to prioritise spending and, as fairly as possible, distribute funding. This often means 

difficult decisions and I appreciate that Port St Mary Commissioners feel aggrieved at not receiving the funding 

they had hoped for.  

  

At our Arts Council meeting next Friday I will ask members to consider your letter and any additional 

information you can provide.  

  

Regards, 

  

Arts Development Manager 

Manx Arts Development/IOM Arts Council 

Department of Education and Children 

Hamilton House 

Peel Road 

Douglas 
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Item 5.1 
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Item 5.2 
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Item 6.2 

Public Toilets in Gellings Avenue 

Decision sought: Approval for total refurbishment of interior of Public 

Toilets in Gellings Avenue 
 

Complaint: A recent comment on Port St Mary Commissioners Face 
Book page:  
‘Would like to ask will they be doing anything with 

public toilets in Port St Mary before season starts as the 
few visitors we did have last year were disgusted with 

them. I suggest knocking them down as they are a 
health hazard and rebuild them fit for purpose’ 
 

Assessment: Investigation of the Ladies revealed the toilets 

themselves do function, have toilet paper and hand 
towels. I didn’t investigate the Gents but I assume they 

are in a similar state. 
  
The first impression on entering the Ladies is 

exceedingly unsalubrious and unhygienic, with a dank 
Victorian air.  

 
There is no hot water supply. Of the 3 cubicles the door 
on one doesn’t lock due to over-enthusiastic painting. 

The drain is cracked. There is an open plastic container 
for used hand towels.  

 
There is evidence of damp in several places. There are 
rusted pipes and tanks. 

 
There is nowhere to put a changing mat. The floor is 

concrete, and therefore remains wet for a considerable 
time after it has been washed down. 

 
The woodwork is painted in a particularly lurid shade of 
pink, and in places the paint has been used a cover-up 

for old and missing parts. 
 

Port St Mary is rapidly gaining a first class reputation 
for its excellent and well cared for appearance, from 
both locals and visitors to the village. The Gellings 

Avenue toilets are right in the centre of the village and 
very close to the beach, and they let-down the tone of 

the village. 
 

Recommendation: Complete refurbishment including replacement of 
rusted parts and provision of hot water, covered refuse 
receptacle and a wall mounted changing mat. 
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Item 7.1 

 

Date: 5 April 2017 at 08:58:37 

Subject: Motorhomes 

From:  

Subject: Motorhomes 

 

Message Body: 

Good morning. 

 I'm chairman of the MCCIOM.  We're a local club of nearly 3000 enthusiasts of Motorhomes and Caravans.   

I'm writing to you this morning to get some feedback of both Motorhomes visitors and residents in your 

area.  There seems to be a lot of negativity around motorhome parking on the island and the club felt the best 

course was to contact commissioners directly and find out that way.  Any feedback would be greatly appreciated 

as we are trying our hardest as a club and a community to improve this image Manx government have of our 

community. 

 

Kind regards  

 

MCCIOM 
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Item 7.2 
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Item 7.4 

 Barrantee Skeerey Rosien 

RUSHEN PARISH COMMISSIONERS 

Clerk / Cleragh: Mrs. GillianKelly 

NEWLANDS. BALLAGAWNE ROAD. COLBY. RUSHEN.IM9 4AX. 

THALLOO NOA. RAAD BALLEY GAWNE. ROSIEN. IM94AX. 

Telephone/Fax: (01624)834501 email:rushencommissioners@manx.net    

www.rushen-commissioners.com 

                  

4th April 2017. 

 

The Chairman, Members and Clerk 

Port St Mary Commissioners 

Town Hall 

Port St Mary. 

 

Dear Bernadette, Members and Alastair 

Very many thanks for your lovely letter wishing me well on my imminent retirement as Clerk to 

Rushen Commissioners. 

I have mostly enjoyed the past 21 years (!!)  working for my Commissioners but also the involvement 

with all the  other Local Authorities and especially our neighbours.  Although I have never been 

afraid to speak out on behalf of my Commissioners I hope that I have never actually offended 

anyone. 

Not being involved will take some getting used to and I will, no doubt, be keeping an eye on things 

by reading the papers and web sites.  In the meantime – I have 21years of paper records to sort out! 

Once again, many thanks, and I wish you all and the people of the village well.  The Port is certainly 

looking so much better now and sort of ‘proud of itself’. 

Yours sincerely 

Gill 

Gillian Kelly 

Clerk 
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Item 7.6 
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Item 7.7. 

From:  
Sent: 05 April 2017 17:31 
Subject: FW: Changes to the Highways Act 1986  
  
Dear Clerks,  
 
Please see the email below from the Highway Services Division, advising of those 
changed/altered sections of the Highways Act 1986 which are relevant to the local 
authorities.  
Below are sections of the Highways Act 1986 which were changed/altered recently by the 
Highways Amendment Act 2016, and which affect local authorities. Attached is a copy of the 
Highways (Amendment) Act 2016, which has now been incorporated in the Highways Act 
1986, which can be found online here:  

https://legislation.gov.im/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/1986/1986-
0017/HighwaysAct1986_4.pdf 
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 Highways Act 1986 
  
3 Duty to maintain certain highways 
(4A) Without prejudice to the duty of the Department under subsection (1), a local authority 
may, within its area, undertake the maintenance of a bridle-path, cycle-path, cycle track or 
footpath that is a highway maintainable by the Department and, if it does, the Department 
may provide that the whole or part of the expenditure incurred by the local authority in 
doing so is to be defrayed by the Department. 
  
55B Approval of gate or stile on footpath or bridle-path 
(1) If —  
(a) a person owns, leases or occupies agricultural or forestry land or land used to breed or 
keep animals or land that is to be brought into use for any of those purposes; and 
(b) a footpath or bridle-path crosses the land, 
the person may, with the approval of the local authority, erect a gate, stile or similar 
structure on the path to allow the land to be effectively used for agriculture or forestry or for 
breeding or keeping animals. 
(2) A local authority, when considering an application for approval under subsection (1), 
must consider any guidelines issued by the Department. 
  
55C Duties of land owners for gates and stiles 
(1) This section applies if — 
(a) a person owns land; 
(b) a footpath or bridle-path crosses the land; and 
(c) there is a gate, stile or a similar structure on the footpath or bridle-path. 

https://legislation.gov.im/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/1986/1986-0017/HighwaysAct1986_4.pdf
https://legislation.gov.im/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/1986/1986-0017/HighwaysAct1986_4.pdf
https://legislation.gov.im/cms/images/LEGISLATION/PRINCIPAL/1986/1986-0017/HighwaysAct1986_4.pdf
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(2) The owner of the land must ensure that the gate, stile or structure is safe and to the 
standard of repair needed to prevent unreasonable interference with the rights of those 
using the path. 
(3) If it appears to the local authority that the duty imposed by subsection (2) is not being 
complied with, it may, after giving to the owner reasonable notice of its intention, take all 
necessary steps for repairing and making good the stile, gate or structure. 
(4) Any cost and expenses reasonably incurred by the local authority in and in connection 
with the exercise of its functions under subsection (3) is a debt due to it from the owner of 
the land. 
  
55D Power of local authorities to erect decorative works 

(1)  With the Department’s approval, a local authority may on or in a highway in its 
district erect a flagpole, pylon or other structure to display decorations. 

(2)  The Department may give its approval subject to conditions. 
(3) The local authority must ensure that anything erected under subsection (1) is erected in 
a way that — 
(a) minimises the obstruction of the highway as much as reasonably possible; 
(b) does not obscure or conflict with the highway’s traffic signs; and 
(c) interferes as little as is reasonably possible with the enjoyment of premises adjacent to 
the highway and with access to apparatus in, on, over or under the highway owned, used or 
maintained by statutory undertakers. 
(4) The local authority must ensure that anything erected under subsection (1) — 
(a) is properly maintained; and 
(b) is lit in so far as it is necessary to be so in order to obviate danger to users of the 
highway. 
(5) The local authority must pay to the Department any reasonable expenses the 
Department incurs because of the decorative works. 
(6) If it appears to the Department that a condition imposed by virtue of subsection (2) is 
not being complied with, it may, after giving to the local authority reasonable notice of its 
intention, take all necessary steps to ensure compliance with the condition. 
(7) The Department may recover from the local authority any expenses it reasonably incurs 
in and in connection with the exercise of its powers under subsection (6). 
(8) A person who without lawful authority interferes with or removes anything erected under 
subsection (1) commits an offence. 
  
78 Provision of cafes, kiosks, etc. in highways 
(1) A local authority may grant a licence (“licence”) to a person — 
(a) to provide on any part of a highway facilities for refreshment, and for that purpose to 
place there any necessary furniture; or 
(b) to place on any part of a highway kiosks, showcases or other similar structures for the 
sale of articles, the display of articles for sale or the display of posters. 
(2) A local authority must not grant a licence that permits facilities to be provided, or any 
furniture or structure to be placed, in a highway so as — 
(a) to obstruct a carriageway forming part of the highway; 
(b) to prevent access to any land or premises or any other highway from the highway; 
(c) to prevent the passage of pedestrians along any footway forming part of the highway; 
(d) to prevent the Department from carrying out any works of maintenance of the highway; 
(e) to prevent a statutory undertaker from having access to its apparatus under, in, on, 
over, along or across the highway; or 
(f) to interfere with any such apparatus. 
(3) Before granting a licence, a local authority must — 
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(a) consult any statutory undertakers whose apparatus is under, in, on, over, along or 
across the part of the highway affected by the proposal; and 
(b) publish in a manner likely to bring it to the attention of those affected by it a notice that 
gives particulars of the licence sought. 
(4) A notice published under subsection (3)(b) in respect of a proposed licence must state 
that objections or representations — 
(a) as to the grant of the licence; or 
(b) as to any condition to be included in the licence, 
may be made in writing to the local authority within 28 days of the first publication of the 
notice or, if the licence applied for is for a period of 4 weeks or less, within 7 days of the 
first publication of the notice. 
(5) A local authority must make a licence subject to conditions —  
(a) that ensure that the provisions specified in subsection (2) are not breached; and 
(b) if the licence authorises advertisements to be displayed, that regulate or restrict the 
advertisements that may be displayed, 
and may make the licence subject to such other conditions as the local authority considers 
appropriate. 
(6) However, a local authority must not provide for a fine, rent or other sum of money 
payable in respect of a licence except — 
(a) a reasonable sum in respect of its legal or other expenses incurred in connection with 
the grant of the licence; and 
(b) an annual charge of a reasonable amount for its administration of the licence. 
(7) If the local authority is the owner of the land on which a highway is situated, nothing in 
subsection (6) affects the rights of the authority as such, including the right to charge rent 
for anything placed in, on or over the land. 
(8) A local authority may grant a licence subject to a condition prohibiting its assignment or 
to a condition permitting its assignment subject to such conditions as may be specified in 
the licence. 
(9) A local authority may grant a licence to a person as owner of premises fronting the 
highway and his or her successors in title, being a licence that provides for it to be annexed 
to the premises and for any conditions of the licence to bind the owner for the time being of 
the premises. 
(10) A local authority may not grant a licence for a period exceeding 3 years. 
(11) If a condition contained in a licence, is contravened, the local authority or any statutory 
undertaker affected may carry out any works necessary to remedy the contravention and 
may recover from the licensee any expenses reasonably incurred by it in so doing. 
(12) In subsection (11) “licensee” means the person to whom the licence was granted and 
includes any person to whom the licence is assigned pursuant to subsection (8) or the 
owner for the time being of premises to which the licence is annexed pursuant to subsection 
(9). 
(13) Planning approval under the Town and Country Planning Act 1999 is not required for, 
and sections 7 and 23 of that Act do not apply to, development authorised by a licence. 
(14) Sections 22 and 35 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1999 do not apply to the 
display of an advertisement authorised by a licence. 
(15) The Control of Advertising Act 1981 does not apply to anything authorised by a licence. 
(16) Section 57 (selling liquor without licence) of the Licensing Act 1995 does not apply to 
the sale or exposure for sale by retail of liquor within the meaning of that Act at a place the 
subject of a licence if the sale or exposure for sale is authorised by the licence. 
(17) In this section “advertisement” and “development” have the same meanings as in the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1999. 
  
Regards Highway Services Division, Department of Infrastructure, Sea Terminal 
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Item 8.1 
 
From:  
Sent: 04 April 2017 17:15 
Subject: DEFA consultation on “Proposals for the Future Management of the Isle of Man Common 
Whelk Fishery”  
  
Dear Stakeholder, 
  
The Department is seeking views on proposed management measures which aim to cap the 
level of fishing effort for the whelk fishery within the Isle of Man territorial sea.  I am 
therefore writing to inform you of the launch of a public consultation on the following 
proposals. 
  

         The capping of the number of licences issued in respect of the whelk fishery. 
         The introduction of pot limits between 3-12 nautical miles. 
         Increase in minimum landing size to 80mm. 
         Co-management approach to temporal and spatial management. 

  
The consultation is due to run for 6 weeks and I request your views no later than 17:00hrs 
15th May 2017. 
  

Details on the DEFA consultation on “Proposals for the Future Management of the Isle of 
Man Common Whelk Fishery” are now available at www.gov.im/consultations.gov 
  
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact; 
  
Fisheries Technical Support Officer 

  
Fisheries Directorate 
Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture 
Thie Slieau Whallian 
Foxdale Road 
St John 
IM3 4AS 
 

 

http://www.gov.im/consultations.gov
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 PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS  

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

12th April 2017 

AGENDA – PRIVATE SESSION 

1. Minutes for adoption 

1.1 Consideration of the minute of the Private Meeting of 29th March 2017 

2. Matters Arising 

 2.1 Matters arising from the Minute of 29th March 2017  

3. Health, Safety and Environmental Performance 

4. Housing 

5. Finance 

6. Special Projects 

7. Policy and Resources 

8. Staffing  

9. Representative Confidential Reports 

10. Private Correspondence 

11. Any other business of an urgent nature (by permission of the Chairman) 


