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PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

29th March 2017 

AGENDA – OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 

 

1. Welcome, Apologies and Declarations 

2.  Minutes for Adoption:  

2.1 Consideration of the Minute of the meeting of 8th March 2017 

3. Matters Arising:  

 3.1 Matters arising from the Minute of 8th March 2017 

 3.1.1. Response from DoI re Village Highway 

 3.1.2 Dog Byelaws – summary of responses 

 3.1.3 Budget Sub-Committee Terms of Reference 

4. Motions: 

5. Finance: 

 5.1 List of Invoices for approval  

6. Special Projects: 

 6.1 Memorial Benches – to be attached 

7. Public Correspondence:  

7.1 Arts Council funding 

7.2 Email from a Ratepayer re recycling waste 

7.3 Email from Port Erin Commissioners re refuse vehicle 

7.4 Email from RNLI re street collection 

7.5 Email correspondence from DEFA re DNA Testing of Dogs - Proposed 

Amendment to the Dogs (Amendment) Bill 

7.6 Correspondence from Resident re Rates 
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7.7 Correspondence from Resident re wild flowers  

7.8 Correspondence from Resident re Loch Road 

7.9 Email from Cabinet Office re Freedom of Information training 

8. Consultations  

 8.1 Freedom of Information Schedule 1 Consultation 

8.2 Consultation on the proposed changes to legislation relating to Estate 
Agents and Property Agents  
 

9. Planning Matters:  

 9.1 Planning Applications 

 9.2 Planning Approvals 

9.2.1 PA17/00021/B Mr Andrew Bennett. This Vane, Truggan Road, Port 

St Mary. Erection of double garage with sun room over and extension of 

residential curtilage to include land forming part of adjacent property 

Kionslieu 

 9.3 Planning Amendments 

 9.3.1 PA17/00181/B Mrs Gillian Stephens, 3 Creggan, Port St Mary. 

Amend position of flue. 

9.3.2 PA16/01360/B Mr C Worsfold. Cliftonville Cottage, Fistard, Port St 

Mary. Amended to increase depth of proposed garage.  

10.  Policy and Resources  

11. Invitations 

11.1 Invitation to International Barbirolli Festival at Erin Arts Centre on 

Saturday 1st April 

12. Any other business of an urgent nature (by permission of the Chairman) 
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Sent: 09 March 2017 16:03 
To: Alastair Hamilton 
Subject: RE: PSM Village Highways  
  
Good Afternoon Alastair, 
  
Thank you for your email, please find below a response from our constructions manager: 
  
Lime Street and High Street are not currently on our programme of works for intervention 
and are not assessed as requiring major works. 
  
Bay View Road is in the programme but is an extensive reconstruction scheme (Baptist 
Church to Athol Place) which will require a business case to Treasury to obtain funding but 
this has not yet been submitted. The work is in the programme for 2018 but is obviously 
subject to Treasury approvals. Alistair and the board are correct that a major cause of the 
problem is the failure of the IRIS trench. 
  
We will continue to respond to defects in the usual manner. 
  
Traffic Technician & Customer Services Supervisor 
Highway Services 
Department of Infrastructure 
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Summary of Responses on the Consultation on 

the Proposed Dog Byelaws for Port St Mary 

 

Consultation: 

The consultation was opened on 30th January and ran for five weeks. 

Respondents were invited to reply to the following four questions:  

1. In which Local Authority area do you live? 

2. Do you believe that the Dog Byelaws are fit for purpose? 

3. Are there areas where you believe that dogs should be allowed greater 

access? 

4. Are there areas where you believe that dogs should be allowed less 

access? 

A total of 48 responses were received. Responses were accepted via: 

 Survey Monkey .com which received 21 responses: 

 On paper- 22 responses 

 Email- an open field email response was available for respondents to enter 

freehand any issues that they wished to air. 

Of the 43 structured responses received the following outcomes can be reported: 

1. In which Local Authority area do you live? 

39 respondents lived within Port St Mary, 3 lived elsewhere on the island 

and one lived elsewhere: 

2. Do you believe that the Dog Byelaws are fit for purpose? 

15 respondents believed that the byelaws were fit for purpose, 27 did not 

and a further 3 were unsure. There was evidence supporting respondents 

citing the lack of implementation as a reason why they were not fit for 

purpose: 

3. Are there areas where you believe that dogs should be allowed greater 

access? 

12 respondents believed that there were areas where dogs could have 

greater access. Of those 12, 7 highlighted Chapel Beach as the area 

where there could be more access. 1 respondent believed that Gansey 

Point had potential to allow greater access.  

31 people did not believe that there were areas where dogs could have 

greater access. 

4. Are there areas where you believe that dogs should be allowed less 

access? 

19 people believed that there were areas where dogs should have less 

access. 11 of them picked out Chapel Beach as an area for greater 
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restrictions. 3 identified the golf course and Gansey Point and a further 2 

respondents identified Kallow Point as requiring greater control.  

Other points raised and submissions received: 

 Independent responses were received from both the Golf Course (who 

requested a technical correction) and the Beach Mission (who were largely 

satisfied with the status quo:.  

 Three respondents identified the need for a dog warden. 

 Signage of the Byelaw at Chapel Beach was highlighted as requiring 

improvement.  

 One respondent who is a wheelchair user highlighted the particular 

problems associated with having a wheelchair fouled by dog faeces: 

 Kallow Point was mentioned as an area of remembrance which is being 

soured by dog fouling. 
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Item 3.1.3 

P o r t  S t  M ar y  C o m m is s i on e r s  

F in an c e  Su b  C om m i t t e e  

T e r ms  o f  R e f e r e n c e  

1. Name: 

The name of the Committee shall be the Port St Mary Commissioners 

Finance Sub Committee  

2. Terms of Reference: 

The function of the Committee is to provide greater strategic oversight 

into the financial planning of Port St Mary Commissioners. 

3.  Role of the Committee: 

The sub group is not an executive body, but can act in an advisory 

capacity making recommendations to the Port St Mary Commissioners 

Board. Its role is: 

a. To examine the quarterly, peer-reviewed, management 

accounting information produced by staff and verified by the 

Board’s accountants: 

b. To make recommendations of funding of capital and large 

maintenance projects: 

c. To consider the report of the Boards financial and internal 

auditors and recommend arising actions: 

d. To provide direction to the compilation of the Annual Budget.  

4.  Membership of the Committee: 

Membership of the Committee is open to any elected member of Port St 

Mary Commissioners 

5. Chairperson and Secretary: 

The Committee shall elect a Chairman in line with the Standing Orders. 

The Secretary of the Committee shall be the Clerk to the Board. 

6.  Quorum: 

No quorum is required for the Committee to meet. The Clerk and 

Finance Officer are required to be in attendance. 

7. Frequency of Meetings: 

The Committee shall meet every two months during normal working 

hours. The dates of meetings will be at the discretion of the Chairman 

of the Committee. Additional meetings of the committee shall be called 

by the Chairperson as required by the volume of arising business. 

8. Amendments to the Terms of Reference: 

Terms of Reference can be amended by a decision of the Board of Port 

St Mary Commissioners 
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9. Procedure for Meetings: 

The Standing Orders of Port St Mary Commissioners shall apply to all 

meetings. 

10 Review: 
The work of the Committee shall be reviewed by the Board on an 
annual basis. 

 

Agreed by the Board of Port St Mary Commissioners 

 

 

 

Chairman 

Date: 
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Item 5.1 
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Item 7.1 
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Item 7.2 

From: 

Subject: Waste stream 

 

Message Body: 

Hi 

My recycle boxes have just been collected. Scheme seems to be working well. 

We put all of our food waste into the wheely bin (bagged). This seems wrong. 

Composting is not an option for us. Is there another option to stop us sending 

this to the incinerator? 

Do the Commissioners or your office have a view on this? 

Regards 
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Item 7.3 

From: Jason Roberts <j.roberts@porterin.gov.im> 
Sent: 17 March 2017 16:39 
To: Port St Mary Commissioners 
Subject: Letter on behalf of Port Erin Commissioners  
  
Dear Sirs, 
 
Please find attached letter on behalf of Port Erin Commissioners for consideration by your Board. 
  
For your reference, the agenda item was discussed in the public session of Port Erin Commissioners 
meeting on 14th March 2017. 
  
Regards, 
 
Jason 
  
Jason Roberts 
Clerk 
Commissioner for Oaths 
  
Port Erin Commissioners 
Tel: 01624 832298 
Web: www.porterin.gov.im 
  
  

http://www.porterin.gov.im/
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Item 7.4 

From:  
Sent: 20 March 2017 12:23 

To: Alastair Hamilton 
Subject: Port St Mary RNLI Street Collection  
  
Dear Alastair, 
  

RE: Port St Mary RNLI Street collection 
  

In October 2015 the RNLI made a bold move.  
  
The charity pledged that from 1 January 2017 it would stop contacting 

individuals by telephone, email or post unless they had actively given their 
consent for the charity to do so. The RNLI predicted that this would cost it in the 

region of £36m over the following five years. 
  

As a result of this our local branch is no longer permitted to carry out our house 
to house collections around Lifeboat Day resulting in a considerable reduction in 
the amount of funds we can raise, therefore we are requesting permission from 

the Board to hold a street collection in the Port on Saturday 15th July which is 
the day preceding Lifeboat Day in the hope we can make up some of the 

shortfall. 
  
It is hoped we can have some crew in full kit collecting and possibly the RNLI 

mascot, Stormy Sam, which should attract some interest and also help raise the 
profile of our local lifeboat and the important role the organisation plays in Port 

St. Mary. 
  
Hoping the Board will give our request their favourable consideration. 

  
Kind regards 

  
Port St Mary RNLI 
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Item 7.6 
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Item 7.7 
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Item 7.8 
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Item 7.9 

Subject: Freedom of Information Training  

  

Dear Chair and Members, 
  
In response to queries received regarding training and support provided to Local Authority 
staff in the lead up to the planned Freedom of Information Act extension on 1st January 
2018, the Freedom of Information (FOI) team are happy to offer additional training prior to 
the workshops planned for November. Training for Local Authority staff was originally 
envisaged later on in the year as we have received advice and learnt from experience that it 
is better to be trained in the more detailed practical aspects of FOI closer to the ‘go live’ 
date, for the information to remain current. However, we’d like to take this opportunity to 
extend an invitation to Local Authority members and staff to “Information held and myth 
busting training” on 3rd April 2017 at Barrool Suite, Legislative buildings, Douglas. There are 
2 available sessions, commencing at 9:30am and 11:30am respectively and it is envisaged 
that the training will last between 1 and 2 hours. There will be no cost to this training. 
  
If you would like to attend this training on 3rd April please get back to me with names and a 
preferable time so that places can be reserved. 
  
Please also see attached a training strategy along with a brief FOI leaflet for your 
information which you may wish to circulate to members and staff.  
  

By way of general awareness raising, the FOI team provided briefings at the Local Authority 
Clerks’ Forum in June 2016 and the training event organised by the Municipal Association in 
January 2017. Additionally, as advised by the Minister for Policy and Reform in his January 
2017 letter the FOI team is more than happy to assist with any queries Authorities may have 
and xx and xx will be in attendance at the Clerks forum meeting on May 4th 2017 where they 
will be happy to address any particular FOI queries. 
  
Please do not hesitate to make contact with us should you have any queries regarding FOI 
preparation. 
  
Kind regards, 
  

Officer – Freedom of Information 
Crown and External Relations Division 
  



 
 

Page 23 of 26 
 
 

Item 8.1 

 
Sent: 07 March 2017 13:30 
To: Port St Mary Commissioners 
Subject: Freedom of Information Schedule 1 Consultation - Local Authorities  
  
Freedom of Information Schedule 1 Consultation  
  
Dear Chair and Members,  
  
Introduction 
  
The Freedom of Information Act 2015 (“the Act”) came into force on the 1 February 2016. 
The purpose of the Act is to enable Isle of Man residents to obtain access to information 
held by public authorities. To be a public authority and therefore subject to the Act, a Local 
Authority needs to be listed as a public authority within Schedule 1 of the Act. Presently 
there are 10 public authorities listed, they consist of all Government Departments and the 
Clerk of Tynwald’s Office and the Isle of Man Constabulary. 
  
At the beginning of the legislative process, a public consultation was carried out and 
following this, the Act was drafted. During its passage through Tynwald a policy was agreed 
that the Act would be introduced on the Isle of Man on a phased basis. This phased basis is 
subject to statutory consultation but was agreed in principle that Local Authorities would 
become subject to the Act from 1 January 2018 and the Council of Ministers remains 
committed to this timescale. 
  
The Cabinet Office has been engaging with Local Authorities, facilitated by the Department 
of Infrastructure, to raise awareness of the provisions of and the obligations under the Act. 
The Cabinet Office will also make available any relevant training and materials to assist Local 
Authorities to prepare.  
  
Two free training sessions will be held during November 2017 and will be available to 
members of Local Authorities and staff, invitations to follow in due course. Training will 
provide more in depth knowledge as to the exact information that is held for the purposes of 
the Act and the application of exemptions. 
  
Purpose of this consultation 
  
The Act requires that prior to any public authorities being listed in Schedule 1, the Council of 
Ministers must consult every person to whom the Order relates, or appearing to the Council 
of Ministers to represent such a person.  
  
Pursuant to s7(7)(a) of the Act, as any order to extend Schedule 1 directly relates to you, 
the Council of Ministers must consult you prior to adding you to Schedule 1. Once you are 
added to Schedule 1 you will become subject to the provisions of the Act. 
  
Your comments are therefore invited on the proposal for your Local Authority to be subject 
to FOI from 1 January 2018.   
  
Please direct any responses by 18th April 2017 to: Freedom of Information Team 
Cabinet Office, Email: foi@gov.im 

mailto:foi@gov.im
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Item 8.1 
From: 
Sent: 10 March 2017 12:00 
Subject: Consultation on the proposed changes to legislation relating to Estate Agents and Property 
Agents  
  
Dear All, 

  

The Isle of Man Office of Fair Trading is seeking your views in relation to its proposal to make 
changes to legislation relating to Estate Agents and Property Agents. 

  

Please find attached a copy of the consultation paper which sets out the Office’s proposals.  

  

Comments should be submitted in writing by post, fax or email no later than 5.00pm on 
Friday 21st April 2017.  
  
Additional copies of this document can be obtained from the Office by telephoning (01624) 
686526.  Electronic copies are also available at https://www.gov.im/oft/consultations.gov    
  
To participate in the consultation survey, please use the online response form which can be 
accessed here. 

  

If you have any additional queries, please do not hesitate to contact xx on 686526. 
  

Thank you and Kind Regards 
  

Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture 
Thie Slieau Whallian 
Foxdale Road 
St John's  
  

https://www.gov.im/oft/consultations.gov
https://survey02.gov.im/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=148905896461
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Item 11.1 
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PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

29th March 2017 

AGENDA – PRIVATE SESSION 

1. Minutes for adoption 

1.1 Consideration of the minute of the Private Meeting of 8th March 2017 

2. Matters Arising 

 2.1 Matters arising from the Minute of 8th March 2017  

3. Health, Safety and Environmental Performance 

4. Policy and Resources 

5. Finance 

6. Staffing 

7. Representative Confidential Reports 

8. Private Correspondence 

9. Any other business of an urgent nature (by permission of the Chairman) 

 


