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PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

14th FEBRUARY 2018 at 7.30 pm 

AGENDA – OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 

 

1. 1.1 Welcome, Apologies and Declarations   

2.  Minutes for Adoption: 

 2.1 The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on the 24th January 2018 

3. Matters Arising: 

 3.1 CCTV camera re dog fouling 

 3.2 MUA Street lighting 

 3.3 Metal Detectorist request 

 3.4 Sentinels Garden of Remembrance – verbal update 

4. Motions: None 

5. Finance: 

 5.1 Approval of invoices for payment February 2018 - enclosed: 

 5.2 Invoices paid late January 2018 for noting 

6. Special Projects: None 

  

7. Public Correspondence:  

 7.1 Rates - Press release for discussion 

 7.2 Email correspondence from Ratepayer re Port St Mary Rates 

    7.2.1 Correspondence from Ratepayer re Port St Mary Rates 

 7.3 Email from Mobile Library requesting funding contribution  

 7.4 Correspondence from Manx Harriers re Easter Festival of Running 

 7.5 Correspondence from SAS Events re Cycling Event 4-6th May 2018 
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7.6 Email correspondence from Ratepayer re traffic calming – deferred 

from previous meetings 

  

8. Consultations: 

8.1 Consultation on Access and Eligibility criteria for general needs public 

sector housing - additional information in 23 page booklet or online at 

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/access-and-eligibility-criteria-for-

housing/supporting_documents/Access%20and%20Eligibility%20Criteria

%20Consultation.pdf 

 8.2 Consultation on Vehicle Duty Consultation Exercise  

 

9. Planning Matters:  

 
 9.1 Planning Applications: 

PA18/00076/B Traie Creggagh, Queens Road, Port St Mary. Mr J Walker. 

Creation of new vehicular access to provide off street parking, and 

associated ground works and level alterations. 

 9.2 Planning Approvals:  

PA17/01014/B 1 Perwick Road, Port St Mary. Mr and Mrs Headon. 

Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of replacement dwelling 

with integral garaging. Approved. 

PA17/01285/B Carrick Court, Bay View Road, Port St Mary. Carrick Court 

Management Ltd. Removal of chimney stack on side (north) elevation. 

Approved. 

PA17/01173/B Manesca Building, The Quay, Port St Mary. Island Seafare 

Ltd. Siting of steel shipping container for storage of shellfish approved. 

 9.3 Planning Appeals: 

PA17/00976/B Bay View Hotel, Primrose Terrace, Port St Mary. Red Pen 

Ltd. Appeal against the refusal of demolition of existing building and 

construction of 3 apartments with on site parking / garage. Inquiries to be 

conducted on 21st March 2018 at 09.30 

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/access-and-eligibility-criteria-for-housing/supporting_documents/Access%20and%20Eligibility%20Criteria%20Consultation.pdf
https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/access-and-eligibility-criteria-for-housing/supporting_documents/Access%20and%20Eligibility%20Criteria%20Consultation.pdf
https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/access-and-eligibility-criteria-for-housing/supporting_documents/Access%20and%20Eligibility%20Criteria%20Consultation.pdf
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PA17/00843/B Land and Garage Adjacent Maycroft, Park Road, Port St 

Mary. Central Pacific Services Ltd. Demolition of existing garage and 

outbuilding, and erection of two dwellings with on site parking 

9.4 Planning Amendments: 

10. Policy and Resources: None 

   

11. Invitations:  

11.1 Invitation to dedication of new War Memorial plaque on Sunday 25th 

February at 6.30 at Rushen Church. 

12. Any other business of an urgent nature (by permission of the Chairman) 
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Item 3.1 

Email thread re Hidden Surveillance Cameras 

From: 
Sent: 06 October 2017 10:22 

To:  
Cc:  
Subject: Hidden Surveillance Cameras  

  
Dear Mr 

  
The news items stating that Port St Mary Commissioners have installed covert 
surveillance cameras around the village has been brought to my attention.  I 

have copied the CEO of the Department of Infrastructure into this email given 
that Department’s responsibility for the governance of local authorities. 

  
Under the Data Protection Act 2002 the first data protection principle requires 
personal data to be lawfully processed and that processing must meet a 

condition for processing set out in Schedule 2 to the Act and in addition, where 
that processing involves sensitive personal data such as an alleged offence, a 

further condition for processing set out in Schedule 3 to the Act.  
  
The lawful conditions for processing with the exception of  consent all begin with 

the phrase “the processing is necessary” which is a proportionality test similar to 
that required by the European Convention on Human Rights, that is, can  the 

processing be justified as a necessary reasonable and proportionate measure in 
accordance with law? 

  
In any event, the use of hidden surveillance cameras in the Island is governed 
by the Regulation of Surveillance, etc. Act 2006 (ROSE). Under ROSE such 

covert surveillance is referred to as ‘directed surveillance’ which must be 
authorised by one of the Public Authorities set out in the Schedule and that 

authorisation must be notified to the Surveillance Commissioner.  I have spoken 
with Surveillance Commissioner today and he has confirmed that no notification 
exists and local authorities do not have the power to authorise directed 

surveillance.  
  

It therefore appears that the processing is not lawful and as such must cease. 
  
I would be obliged if you would confirm that the processing of personal data via 

covert surveillance cameras has creased as a matter of urgency.  
  

I would stress that Port St Mary Commissioners are able to deploy overt 
surveillance cameras with appropriate fair processing notices in the form of signs 
for the same purpose. 

  
I look forward to your prompt confirmation that the use of covert surveillance 

cameras by Port St Mary Commissioners has ceased forthwith.   
  
 

Information Commissioner 
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From:   
Sent: 06 October 2017 14:36 

To:  
Cc:  

Subject: Re: Hidden Surveillance Cameras 
  
Dear Mr 

  
Thank you for your email.  

  
My apologies for a press release that inadvertently suggests that we are 
breaking ROSE 2006.  

  
In reality these cameras are overtly placed and we have deployed signage such 

as in the photograph attached advising the public of the practice. I believe that 
these meet the standard required, but will happily take further guidance if they 
can be improved.  

  
Having received your guidance, I shall reinforce with our operational staff the 

need to be overt in the placement of such devices. 
  

Regards,  
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From:  
Sent: 09 October 2017 15:45:31 

To:  
Cc:  

Subject: RE: Hidden Surveillance Cameras  

 Dear  

Thank you for your email and I note your comments that it was not the intention 

of Port St Mary Commissioners to contravene ROSE 

However, the news items state that the cameras are hidden and attribute that 
statement to your chairman.  I trust you accept that Port St Mary 

Commissioners must issue an immediate correction as the items are misleading. 
Paragraph  9 of Schedule 1 to the Data Protection 2002, states  that for personal 
data to be processed fairly as required by the first data protection principle a 

person must not be deceived or misled.    

For your information, on Saturday a member of my staff was in the car park at 
the end of Clifton Road and while she observed the sign she was unable to locate 

a surveillance camera.   

I would be obliged if you would forward to me details of the model and 
specification for each of the surveillance camera(s) that have been deployed in 

Port St Mary for this purpose  - a link to the appropriate website will be 
sufficient. Please also advise the number of cameras deployed and where each 
camera has been installed so my office can check and confirm that they are 

overt and that appropriate and sufficient signs have been installed to inform the 
public that they are entering a surveillance zone. 

With regard to signs, the purpose of Environmental Crime displayed in the signs 

does not concur with the registered purpose for which Port St Mary 
Commissioners use surveillance cameras. The purpose in the register entry 

maintained by this Office is:-  

“Crime prevention and detection and the apprehension and prosecution of 
offenders.”  

It is the duty of the data controller to notify changes to the Commissioner and 

failure to do so is an offence.  I do not know what constitutes an “environmental 
crime” or whether the use of surveillance cameras for such crimes is a 

reasonable and proportionate measure and therefore any change notified to the 
Commissioner would be referred to the Tribunal.  However in this instance it 
appears the purpose for processing is for the crime prevention and detection 

purpose for which Port St Mary Commissioners has a register entry and I would 
therefore suggest that the signs are changed rather than cease processing until 

a change to the register entry has occurred.  

 In any event the signs state “CCTV may be in operation”. (Emphasis added)   
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CTTV is either in operation in the specified area or it is not. If there is no  CCTV 
in operation then the signs should not be displayed. Therefore the signs need to 

be changed to remove the word ”may” and the signs also require  contact details 
for Port St Mary Commissioners to be provided 

I look forward to receiving the information sought and confirmation of the 

actions of Port St Mary Commissioners to rectify the misleading statement and 
signs.  

Regards 

Iain McDonald 

Isle of Man Information Commissioner 

 

From:  
Sent: 09 October 2017 16:21 

To: 
Cc:  
Subject: Re: Hidden Surveillance Cameras  

  
Dear  

 
Thank you for your further email.  I shall be placing our correspondence before 
our Board this week before responding formally.  

 
In the meantime the only camera that we own has been returned to my desk 

pending the outcome of our discussions.  
 
Regards,   

 
 

 
Extract arising from Minutes 10th May 2017 - Matters arising from the 

Minute of 26th April 2017  

PSM16/234 Dog Byelaws   

A member questioned the current position of the Dog Byelaws which have 

expired. There was a suggestion that we should cover up signs and put an 

announcement on the website. This was followed by a counter suggestion that 

the signs can stay in place, but we simply cannot prosecute without current 

legislation. The Board considered an email from the Local Government Unit of 

10th May within the Department of Infrastructure on the progress made with 

bringing the legislation into effect. 

A discussion on the use of a covert camera to capture evidence of offenders and 

cctv signs took place. A discussion on the use of the camera took place and the 

purchase of a 32GB micro SD card was agreed.  



Page 8 of 30 

The Clerk reported a cost of around £5 000 excluding pensions for a 10 hour per 

week on a casual contract for Byelaws Warden. He reported that there will be 

additional costs such as uniform. A discussion ensued reinforcing that this was 

an important issue about which the ratepayers are vocal. Mrs Williams proposed 

that we recruit a dog warden which was subsequently withdrawn pending the 

results of a trial of cameras.  

The meeting agreed by acclaim to trial the camera and keep the matter under 

review. 
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Item 3.2 

Replacement Public Lighting 

After attending the latest Waste Working Group, I have been notified of a new 

mercury protocol coming into place, unfortunately there is no set date for this as 

of yet.  Under the new protocol, mercury will not be able to be transported off 

Island for disposal and there is currently no facility to dispose of it in place on 

Island.  Therefore, the DOI are suggesting a ‘mercury amnesty’ to give people the 

chance to dispose of any old thermometers etc. and ship them off Island before 

the protocol comes into place; the Waste Working Group will discuss this further 

at their next meeting.   

However, the issue of some street lights containing mercury was raised.   

Manx Utilities have confirmed that we currently have 1 street light which contains 

mercury based at Barna Beg and have provided the following quotes for 

replacement: 

LED Ampera Fitting £480+ VAT 

LED Pilzeo (360 degree) Fitting £660+ VAT 

An Ampera fitting is currently in place at the Workshop and a Pilzeo fitting is in 

place at Creggan Beg.  Manx Utilities recommend the Pilzeo fitting for a residential 

area as it is brighter.   

 

Hayley Phillips 

08/02/2018  
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Item 3.3 

Request to Conduct Metal Detecting on Public Land in Port St Mary 

 

Areas for consideration are: 

Gansey Point 

Grass area on Upper Promenade 

Verges of footpaths running from Upper to Lower Promenade 

Happy Valley 

Kallow Point  

Seaward side of verge on coastal path from Strathallan Castle to Perwick Road 

Verges of footpath down to Perwick Beach 

 

The resident is aware that the Golf Course is not permitted and is not interested 

in stony beaches or steep banks.  
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Item 5.1 
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Item 5.2 
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Item 7.2 

From:  
Sent: 29 January 2018 18:07 

To: Port St Mary Commissioners 
Subject: 2018/2019 Rate Increase  
  
Myself and many other residents of Port St Mary are very angry and confused as 
to why there has been another rate increase by Port St Mary Commissioners. 

5.2% is a huge percentage increase when many residents have had no or little 
rises to their wages and pensions during the last few years. 

Perhaps you would be good enough to provide us with an explanation on how 
you reached this decision, as there does not seem to have been any upgrade to 
services or amenities here. I think the least you could do is explain your actions. 

I am currently sitting here with no Gas central heating on as my husband and I 
are struggling to pay their huge standing charges on a small pension and am 

worried now how I am going to find over £500 rates on a one bedroomed flat. 
Regards 

Diane Parkinson 
Flat 2, Waverley House 
Victoria Road 

IM9 5AE  
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Item 7.2.1 
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Item 7.3 

From: @familylibrary.im> 
Sent: 30 January 2018 15:17 

To: Port St Mary Commissioners 
Subject: Mobile/Family Library Support  

  
Dear Mr  
 

Following Sandra Henderson’s retirement last year I have taken over as 
Librarian-in-Charge of the Mobile Library. I wanted to contact the Commissioners 

with a quick update about our services in the rural Island community. 
 
The Family Library, including both the Mobile Library and Schools Service, has 

continued to be pro-active in our fundraising which is currently being matched 
by the Scheinberg Family. However, we are only able to keep our Island-

wide service going if we continue to fundraise, and so I am writing to ask if the 
Commissioners would consider any financial support.  
  

As you know, the Mobile Library visits residents all over the Island, focusing on 
those who are unable to access their local static libraries, and offering a kerb-

side service or personal visits. Our Home Library Service reaches over 90 
individuals each month, in their own homes, providing books and conversation; 
also through our Home Library Service we deliver books to borrowers in many of 

the Island’s residential Homes, and visit sheltered housing complexes. We also 
arrange book exchanges with the IOM Prison, and some retirement 

homes/complexes. Currently, we visit Port St Mary on alternate Thursday 
mornings, with stops at Beach Road, Cooil Veg, Town Hall and Mount Tabor 
Church, and Reayrt y shrink on alternate Tuesdays.  We also make individual 

visits to borrowers who cannot leave their homes at Linden Avenue and the 
Promenade, PSM, exchanging books each week. Our Home Library service also 

visits individual borrowers at Marashen Crescent and Reayrt y Chrink Complex. 
  
The Family Library offers after-school classes (numeracy & literacy), craft 

activities and events for children of all ages throughout the year, including an 
annual bespoke Summer Reading Scheme which encourages children to come to 

the library during the summer holidays. Through our Schools Service we provide 
exchanges of books to supplement primary school collections and also have a 
large number of specific topic and story-telling resources which are much in 

demand- we have a half-termly exchange of books and resources with Scoill 
Phurt le Moirrey.  

We work closely with Island schools, many of whom visit the library as classes 
and also have a good relationship with our Schools Librarian who can visit to talk 

about the library and to do story sessions with the children.  Please see the 
attached leaflets for the Family Library/Schools Service. 
  

Our newest initiative is our Bibliotherapy Service which uses our extensive book 
and artefact collection to work with groups of older residents, encouraging 

conversations and discussions which can help to keep minds active and is a 
valuable social activity.   I have attached our leaflet for your members’ 
information. (examples in Board Pack) 
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It would be very helpful if we could be mentioned in your newsletters – we’re 
always looking for new borrowers, and we do have an extensive collection of 

Large Print books and audio books for those who have declining eye-sight.  Let 
me know if you need something drafting or if you would like leaflets to keep in 

the Commissioners’ office. 
 
Kind regards 

Sally 
  

  
Sally Hardman BSc (Hons) 
Mobile Library - Librarian in Charge 

 
Mobile Family Library 

Westmoreland Road 
Douglas 
Isle of Man 

IM1 1RL 
01624 640650  

  
www.familylibrary.im 
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Item 7.4  
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Item 7.5 
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Item 7.6 

 
From:  

 
Date: Tuesday 5th December 2017 

 
To:  
 

Subject: Items for next Board Meeting 
 

Hi  
 
 

Further to our conversation when we met yesterday please can you raise 
the following issues to the Board at their next meeting for their consideration 

and / or comment.  
 
First, may I suggest to the Board that the village wide 20 mph initiative and the 

Traffic Calming measures for Beach Road are two completely different issues as 
a village wide speed limit will not secure the changes in the type of traffic and 

the speed /volumes driving etc that we experience here on Beach Road. 
The vibration damage to our boundary walls is quite visible now.  
 

I have used the points I sent to the Board on the 31st August 2017 for ease of 
reference. Where appropriate I have copied any additional information to my 

original email points in italics.  
 
ROAD SAFETY ISSUES: 

 
The DOI has suggested for Beach Road:- 

1. White lines down each side of the road to indicate the ‘narrowness’ of 
the road to drivers and encourage caution /slowing down. 

2. More use of the smiley face cameras, paid for by Commissioners, 

permanently if possible. (prices already forwarded to you and not 
overtly expensive as you can see.). Unfortunately the use of these 
was initially agreed on a 6 week rotating basis but this has not 

happened. 
3. Better signage for entering and leaving the village – Caution signs I 

believe. 

The police have suggested for Beach Road:- 

1. General traffic calming measures, (white lines , ‘pinch points”, smiley 
face cameras) 

2. Use of appropriate traffic speed signs – more of them and better sited 
– Higher up if obscured by trees. 

In addition for Beach Road and the roads just off it, there is local resident 
support for ‘Home Zone’ streets with 20 mph due to the high number of children 

playing in this streets, along with:- 
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1. Traffic island for crossing over to the newly signed bus stop. 
2. Bus shelter for this bus stop. 

 

 
In addition, may I ask if regarding the Consultation on Local Government Reform 

referred to in the recent notes from the Board’s meeting whether the Board will 
respond individually or collectively and, if so, will it be published. 

 
Finally can I ask if the Business cases for the purchase and usage for the 
building Manxonia and resultant or planned adaptations to the Town Hall have 

been published and if not, when will this happen. 
Regards, 
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Item  8.1 

Views sought on public sector housing proposals  
The Department of Infrastructure is today (21/12/17) launching a public consultation 
on Access and Eligibility criteria for general needs public sector housing.  
  
This is the first significant review of the criteria since they were first introduced in 
2002 and the aim of the consultation exercise is to reconsider a series of changes to 
update and clarify key measures in relation to eligibility, residency and financial 
qualification.   
The Department welcomes your views on the proposed amended criteria and would 
be grateful if you could complete the online survey which can be accessed from 
https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/access-and-eligibility-criteria-for-housing/ 
  
The consultation period ends at 5pm on Sunday 18th February 2018.  
  
Copy of News Release: Feedback is being sought on proposals aimed at promoting 
greater fairness in the allocation of public sector housing in the Isle of Man.  
The Department of Infrastructure has today, Thursday 21 December 2017, launched a 
public consultation on plans to modernise the access and eligibility criteria for general 
needs public sector housing to ensure resources are targeted at those most in need.  
The consultation forms part of a wider review of all aspects of housing provision in the 
Island, with the focus on fairness, affordability and sustainability.  
The criteria have not been subject to major revision since they were introduced in 2002 
and the Department is proposing a series of changes to update and clarify key measures 
in relation to eligibility, residency and financial qualification.  
Infrastructure Minister Ray Harmer MHK said: ‘The Programme for Government 
recognises the importance of having affordable and accessible housing that meets our 
social and economic needs. There are about 5,500 general needs public sector houses in 
the Island, which provide safe and affordable homes for those who may require support 
at certain stages in their lives.’  
He added: ‘Public sector housing receives a substantial subsidy from the taxpayer, so it 
is importance to have a system in place that properly targets our resources.’  
A points-based system is used to prioritise the needs of those on the housing waiting 
list, which currently stands at 663 people.  
A range of factors are taken into consideration, including residency, income, number 
and ages of dependent children and time spent on the waiting list. The total a number 
of points provides an objective measure of priority and determines an applicant’s 
position on the waiting list.  
The consultation intends to modernise and clarify the existing access and eligibility 
criteria to better reflect changes in society.  
People are being asked for their views on proposed changes to local residency 
requirements, reduced thresholds for savings and financial assets, capping the number 
of points awarded for time spent on the waiting list and prioritising families with younger 
children.  
Responses can be submitted using the Government consultation hub at 
https://consult.gov.im/  
Further information is available from housing@gov.im and the closing date for 
comments is 18 February 2018.  

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/access-and-eligibility-criteria-for-housing/
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Item 8.2 

 

From: @gov.im> 
Sent: 19 January 2018 12:03 
To:  

Subject: Vehicle Duty Consultation Exercise   

Good afternoon, 

The Department of Infrastructure is reviewing the future of vehicle excise duty and is 

seeking feedback to gauge the potential appetite for change. A public consultation and 

questionnaire has been launched today, 19 January 2018, explaining the key issues and 

highlighting possible alternative funding models  

The paper can be viewed on the Government website at the following address:  

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/future-of-car-tax 

Possible futures for car tax - Isle of Man Government - Citizen 

Space  

consult.gov.im 

Find and participate in consultations run by the Cabinet Office of the Isle of Man Government 

 

 Overview 

The consultation is about how the Department of Infrastructure generates 

revenue to build and maintain the road network.  

Current provisions are becoming more and more complicated and we need to 

develop better, more modern ways to fund road maintenance. 

Why We Are Consulting 

To inform the public of the current issues and to encourage their ideas of how 

we can develop this area. 

The closing date for submissions is Friday 2 March 2018. 

 Kind regards 

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/future-of-car-tax
https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/future-of-car-tax
https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/future-of-car-tax
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Chris Hannon 

Project Coordinator 

Strategy, Policy and Performance 

Department of Infrastructure 

Sea Terminal Building 

Douglas 

Isle of Man 

IM1 2RF 

 

  

Tel:   01624 685010 

E-mail:  Chris.Hannon@gov.im 

 

 

mailto:Chris.Hannon@gov.im
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Item 11.1 
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 PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

14h FEBRUARY 2018 

AGENDA – PRIVATE SESSION 

 

1. Minutes for adoption: 

2. Matters Arising:  

3. Finance: 

4. Housing: 

5. Health, Safety and Environmental Performance: 

6. Special Projects:   

7. Policy and Resources  

8. Staffing: 

9. Representative Confidential Reports: 

9.1 Southern Swimming Pool Board 

9.2 Southern Civic Amenity Site Board 

9.3 Marashen Crescent Housing Committee 

10. Private Correspondence: 

11.  Any other business of an urgent nature (by permission of the Chairman): 

 

 

 


