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PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

 22nd MAY 2019 

AGENDA – OPEN PUBLIC SESSION 

Item 
Number 

Item Action Required 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1.1 Welcome, Apologies & Declarations 
As required by Board 

members 

2. MINUTES 

2.1 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 
the 24th April 2019 

For Board approval 

2.2 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

help on the 8th May 2019 
For Board approval  

3. MATTERS ARISING 

3.1 Matters arising from previous meetings 
Clerk to provide necessary 
updates 

4. MOTIONS - None 

5. FINANCE 

5.1 Invoices for payment May 2019 For Board approval 

5.2 
Verbal confirmation of votes in favour of 
settling invoices circulated on 8th May 

2019 

Board to confirm  

6. PROJECTS 

6.1 Mariners Shelter For noting  



Page 2 of 30  
 

6.2 Manxonia House  For noting   

6.3 Remembrance Garden For noting 

6.4 Skate Park  For noting  

6.5 Public Conveniences For Board approval  

6.6 Traffic Consultations  For noting  

6.7 Happy Valley  For noting  

6.8 Boat Park – Project on hold N/A 

6.9 Reduction in Board numbers For noting  

6.10 Jetty Repair For Board discussion  

7. PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE – None  

7.1 Request from Rushen Players 
For Board discussion & 
approval  

7.2 Request from coffee van proprietor 
For Board discussion & 
approval 

7.3 
Request to erect advertising banners for 
TT fortnight from Fishery restaurant 

For Board discussion 

8. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS  

8.1 Bathing Water Directive 2006 
For Board discussion & 
response  
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9. PLANNING MATTERS 

9.1 Planning Approvals For noting 

9.2  

 

Planning Appeals None 

9.3 Planning Refusals None 

10. POLICY & RESOURCES 

10.1 
Probation Services 

For Board discussion & 

approval  

10.2 
Climate Change Paper  

For Board discussion, 
amendment & approval  

10.3 
Strategy Document review 

For Board discussion, 
update & approval 

10.4 
2019 Meeting Dates 

For noting 

11. INVITATIONS  

11.1 Douglas Civic Sunday Service 9th June  For noting   

11.2 
Political Waste Working Group 25th June, 
time TBC 

For discussion & 

representative availability 
confirmed  

11.3 
Armed Forces Covenant Defence briefing 
invitation Friday 14th June 

For Board discussion & 
representative availability 

12. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE 

(BY PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR) 
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Item 3.1              

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

MATTERS ARISING & PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE REPORT 

 

Matters Arising  

 

Draft Complaints Procedure – To be completed.  

 

Wall Art – The Arts Council have agreed to fund the project in PSM, discussions 

regarding the design are ongoing with the Artist.   

 

Grass Cutting/Footpaths/Verges – The DLO team do not maintain any verges 

throughout the village, they do cut 19 footpath and these are only done to provide 

access, the recent meeting with the Mr Curtis regarding wildlife found the course 

of action taken by the team to be satisfactory.  Unfortunately the ride on mower 

does not have the capacity to cut the grass and leave the cuttings at Kallow Point 

as previously mentioned. 

 

Manx Utilities – The below response was received regarding the poor condition 

of the wooden pole which was brought to the Board’s attention.  

 

When installing lights on wooden poles we get the overhead line team to undertake a test 

using a specialist tool that measures the internal propagation of sound waves within the pole. 

This essentially allows us to identify if the pole is rotten/degrading internally. Our street 

lighting team do undertake a visual inspection at the time but in this occurrence the column 

was in fair condition externally but degrading internally. 

 

The street light audit has also been chased.  

 

The budget for the coming year for street light repairs is £2,060. 

 

Fencing – The contractor is still due to return and complete the work to bevel the 

fencing at The Paddocks.   

 

Climate Change Consultation – The Board responses were submitted.  

 

Street Signs by Rushen Heritage Trust – Approval and thanks were given to 

the RHT with the request that the Board approve the design texts for the designs.   

 

Public Correspondence  

 

Gansey Point Parking – The closing date for responses is set for the 31st May.   

Letter to derelict property owners – The owner has advised that the intention 

is still to sell the  plot to invest in Strathallan.  No other responses have been 

received as of yet.   
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Beach Day request – Covenants have been checked permission granted to the 

organiser, subject to the outstanding consent of the proximity to the Iris system 

being given by Manx Utilities.  
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Item 6.1-6.10 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PROJECTS UPDATE 

 

6.1 
Mariners Shelter 
Repairs are due to commence shortly.  

6.2 

Manxonia House 

The property is on the market and to date there has been 5 viewings to 
date.  Options for the building are being explored by the Clerk.  A further 
update is provided on the private agenda.   

6.3 

Remembrance Garden 
Lighting options for the new sentinels are currently being explored and 

quotes are being obtained which will be provided to the Board for 
consideration – verbal update to be provided.   

6.4 

Skate Park  
Revised drawings are awaited from the contractor, the below e-mail in 

support was received from the Golf Club.   

Following our meeting this afternoon which was attended by a representative 

from Concreate I note below my understanding of what can be achieved. 

1 The proposed skatepark would be built using a portion of land 7m wide to the 

South of the Southern boundary of the existing swings. 

2 The  new structure would have a golfball proof safety fence on the Southern 

and Western sides. 

3 The new safety fence would extend to cover the existing swings  

4 Golf ball proof safety netting will be installed over the top of the new structures. 

The above measures are intended to mitigate the safety issues raised concerning 

the close proximity between the golf course and the children’s play area. 

 

6.5 

Public Conveniences 

The quotations following this report have been received with regards to 
upgrading the CCTV system to allow for a further 2 cameras and installing 
a more suitable internal door to the West Room.  Further quotes are awaited 

to install a timer lock and there is a possibility new external doors will be 
required.  The Board are requested to approve the below quotations in order 

to progress the project.  

6.6 

Traffic Consultations  

A response from the Department has been received as per the below; 
 
I have spoken to the relevant person regarding the Promenade Road and he is investigating 
progress and will report back when he knows more. 
I am told that the handrail at Willow Cottage steps has been repaired 
The painting of the catwalk was put on the portal for tendering yesterday 
A drawing showing the required work at Kallow Point has been undertaken and will be 
issued later this week after it has been checked. 
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6.7 

Happy Valley 

Meetings have been held to discuss the project and a final budget for the 
works is awaited and will be provided to the Board upon receipt.  A further 
verbal update will be provided.   

6.8 
Boat Park 

Project on hold.   

6.9 

Reduction in Board numbers 

The 3rd July has been set as the date for the enquiry, the time is to be 
confirmed, but it is likely to be held during the day and will be in the Town 

Hall.  Two queries from the public have been received and the Board have 
been requested to respond if they wish.       

6.10 

Jetty Repair 
Below is the response from the Insurance Company following a meeting 
on site.  

 
Thank you for your time yesterday afternoon. 
  
Just to confirm, PSM Commissioners are not covered to allow any works on the sea front as 
detailed in the Policy Schedule page 22, Operative Endorsement P17340 – Hazardous Work 
Contracts All Risk Exclusion which states: 
  

“The Business shall not include any work which involves the construction alteration 
maintenance or repair of 6) offshore structures or installations. 7) Sea walls breakwaters 
docks piers wharves or dams.” 
  
The above exclusion operates due to the high risk of work in such areas and the requirement 
for specialists to have the appropriate qualification and Insurances. 
  
It is appreciated that all care would be taken and although works would be beneficial to the 
local community, the risk is not acceptable under the terms and conditions of the policy for 
the above reasons. 
  
It is also my understanding that as the structure falls below the high water mark any works 
would be the responsibility of the Department of Infrastructure. 
  
I trust the above is understood but should you have any further questions, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me. 
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Item 6.9 

PORT ST MARY COMMISISONERS  

 

PROJECTS UPDATE – REDUCTION IN NUMBERS 
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Item 7.1 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE – RUSHEN PLAYERS 

 

 

Rushen Players have requested to utilise Gansey Point for an open air theatre in 

September.  Dates are yet to be confirmed and they have their own insurance.   

 

A two man show is planned with a small stage and PA unit, there will be no charge 

and the format will be for people to bring picnic blankets etc to view.   

 

The intention is to run the show in the evening Thursday – Saturday. 
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Item 7.2 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 
 

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE – COFFEE VAN REQUEST 

 

19 Manor Lane  

Farmhill 

Douglas 

Isle of Man  

IM2 2NX 

Dear Commissioners, 

I would like to enquire about the possibility of being allowed to set up a small coffee van on the land 

round to the left of Port St Mary beach (lower down from the Promenade)  

Ideally the van would have tables and chairs to sit on and will sell coffee / tea / soft drinks as well as 

cakes and pastries (all home- made)  

I would like the permission to be year round but if that wasn’t agreeable then would you consider 

April – September inclusive? 

The van would (again ideally) stay there so that we could attract customers into the sunset times as 

a perfect spot to grab a coffee and sit and watch the sun go down! 

I am asking for your agreement in principal at this stage and if you did agree I would put in more 

detailed / formal application  

I look forward to hearing from you  

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

Alyson Beggs-Cairney  
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Item 7.3 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 
 

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE – ADVERTISING SIGNAGE REQUEST 

 

From: Hannah Howitt <hannah@gti.im> 
Sent: 16 May 2019 09:51 
To: Port St Mary Commissioners 
Subject: The Fishery Restaurant TT request  
  
Good morning,  
 
I work on behalf of The Fishery Restaurant. We were hoping to put a few banners around 
Port St Mary, something like the image attached. In the hope of encouraging TT visitors to 
come to PSM & our restaurant. It’s a destination restaurant so think this would really help 
our custom over the two weeks.  
 
Before getting the banners printed we were hoping for your permission to do so, and if 
there are specific locations you would suggest/allow? As I say, they’ll be up over the 
fortnight, then we’ll take them down. Specifically as a TT promotion. 
 
Let me know if this is possible.  
 
Many thanks, 
 
Hannah  
 

Hi Margaret,   

 
Many thanks for your response! The banners are proposed to be 1200mm x 

450mm (approx. 48” x 18”), but can be amended if this could change the 
outcome. We were hoping to locate them on the roundabout by Rushen Primary 
School, then one by the junction coming up to Scoill Phurt le Moirrey, then 

another outside the restaurant.  
 

I would be very grateful if you could add this to your agenda and then let me 
know the outcome. 
 

Thanks again,  
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Hannah  

 
— 

Hannah Howitt  
Marketing Executive 
Gateway Trade & Investment 

Ltd 
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Item 8.1 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS 
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Item 10.1 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PROBATION SERVICES 

 

 

Due to the ongoing success of working alongside Probation Services with offenders 

serving Community Service, PSMC have been offered the opportunity to provide 

a single placement. 

 

This would mean that we have a person placed with us for a period of weeks 

(determined by their sentence) and under our supervision.   

 

The Foreman and team are happy to proceed with a placement, providing the 

nature of the sentence was not theft.  It is be to noted that offenders are given 

community service due to the fact that they are not deemed a risk to the 

community.   

 

There is no suitable candidate for a placement of this nature currently, however 

the Board are requested to consider if they would approve the scheme should a 

suitable candidate become available.   

 

The Insurers have been notified and some queries have been issued to the 

Probation Services and are awaited answer.   
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Item 10.2 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE PAPER 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY DECLARATION 

 

This Board notes: 

 that the impacts of climate breakdown are already causing serious damage around 

the world.  

 that the ‘Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C’, published by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in October 2018, (a) describes the 

enormous harm that a 2°C average rise in global temperatures is likely to cause 

compared with a 1.5°C rise, and (b) confirms that limiting Global Warming to 1.5°C 

may still be possible with ambitious action from national and sub-national 

authorities, civil society and the private sector. 

 that all governments (national and local) have a duty to act, and local governments 

that recognise this should not wait for their national governments to change their 

policies;  

 that strong policies to cut emissions also have associated health, wellbeing and 

economic benefits; 

 and that, recognising this, a growing number of Isle of Man local authorities have 

already passed 'Climate Emergency' motions. 

 

Port St Mary Commissioners commit to: 

1. Declare a ‘Climate Emergency’ that requires urgent action. 

2. Make the Board’s activities net-zero carbon by 2030. 

3. Achieve 100% clean energy across the Board’s full range of functions by 2030. 

4. Ensure that all strategic decisions, budgets and approaches to planning decisions are 

in line with a shift to zero carbon by 2030 

5. Support the setting up of a Climate Change Liaison group, involving Commissioners, 

residents, young citizens and experts. The CCL will review the Climate Change 
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Strategy and the latest climate science to help the Board develop a new carbon 

budget taking into account both production and consumption emissions; 

6. CCL report to the Board by November 2019 with a costed action plans to address this 

emergency to be included in the 2020 budget. 

7. Require Officers and Contractors to include Climate Change impact assessments on 

any new project. 

8. Call on the Isle of Man Government to provide powers, resources and help with 

funding to make these action plans possible. 

9. Support and work with other local authorities, Boards and the Government to share 

strategies, plans and resources to address this emergency.  

 

The remit of the CCL to include (but not exclusive to) consideration of: 

• Understanding the climate change impact of each area of the Board's activities; 

• Assessing the baseline of the production and consumption of carbon emissions. 

• Developing an action plan together with a budget to address this emergency. 

• Investigating local carbon offsetting, including tree planting and energy efficient 

installations. 

• Increasing local resilience to climate impacts already being experienced (drier hotter 

summers, wetter autumns); 

• Maximising local benefits of these actions in other sectors such as health, 

agriculture, transport and the economy; 

• Increasing the efficiency of buildings and prioritising these measures for social 

housing and private sector housing to address fuel poverty;  

• Building solar and other renewable energy generating and storage plant; 

• Requiring all new housing and commercial developments to be low carbon 

• Replacing the vehicle fleet with electric and/or hydrogen powered vehicles; 

switching to 100% fossil-fuel-free energy once available;  

• Consideration of local energy generation schemes. 

• Adapting the council’s purchasing policy;  

• Divesting any funds held in fossil fuel industry. 
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Item 10.3 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

STRATEGY DOCUMENT REVIEW 

October 2018  

 

Vision: 

To support our community and ensure Port St Mary is an excellent place to work, live and enjoy. 

 

Communications 

Strategy: To be open, clear and honest in our communications, using all available methods to ensure 

that our community is included and informed. 

Goals: 

 Update minutes on website within 48 hours of ratification 

 Biannual newsletter 

 Respond to emails within 1 working day 

 Clearly publicise deadlines for letters to be received prior to meeting 

 Develop a clear communications flowchart for events, meetings and other activities. 

 To invite the public to contribute to discussions with the Board at regular meetings. 

 

Assets 

Strategy: We recognise that our assets are owned and managed by the Commissioners on behalf of 

the community we represent. We aim to manage our assets in a financially responsible way, using 

clear and accurate business plans to derive maximum benefits (financial or otherwise) for our 

community. 

Goals: 

 Manage our assets to obtain maximum revenue, or community benefit 

 Create and maintain an asset list – status reported quarterly 

 To develop community assets to improve opportunity within Port St Mary 

o To construct a skate park 

o To develop a performance area in Happy Valley 

  

 Develop a maintenance schedule for our assets 

 

Housing 

Strategy: To provide appropriately designed, affordable housing on a means-tested basis for our 

community. 

Goals: 
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 To maintain an excellent standard of LA owned housing 

 To respond to tenants urgent requests within 24 hours 

 To manage our waiting list according to DoI regulations 

 To look for opportunities to expand our housing offer  

 To inspect all our properties and gardens on an annual basis 

 To manage a system of programmed maintenance. 

 

Environment 

Strategy: We aim to manage our activities in Port St Mary so that we minimise any negative impacts 

on our environment. 

Goals 

 To commission a DED energy efficiency survey of the Town Hall 

 To reduce energy bills by 10% 

 Support recycling 

 Reduce household waste to the SITA plant 

 To designate the Triangle as a wildlife area with supporting signage 

 To have the catwalk designated as a shared space 

 To reduce unnecessary street signage 

 To position and maintain floral displays throughout the village to enhance the streetscape 

 To sensitively manage our open spaces and reduce the use of harmful chemicals 

 To actively promote the use of single use plastics when hiring PSMC premises 

 

Finance 

Strategy: We recognised that we make financial decisions on behalf of our ratepayers and residents, 

and we have a duty to spend money carefully and with due diligence. 

Goals: 

 To set a clear budget that will allow the Commissioners to deliver their goals for developing 

Port St Mary 

 To aim to reduce rate borne expenditure by streamlining our activities through: 

o  the use of structured rather than reactive activities with a well planned 

maintenance system for our assets  

o increased use of technology (online payments, online bookings) 

 

Planning 

Strategy: We will provide informed and justified opinion and local guidance on planning matters 

Goals: 

 To ensure that Commissioners receive appropriate training and support in planning matters. 

 To liaise closely with central government regarding planning applications, refusals and 

appeals 
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To fully support appropriate development and recognise the need to balance conserving the 

character of Port St Mary without compromising its future. 

Community 

Strategy: To play a lead role in organising community events and supporting local community 

groups. 

Goals: 

 Remembrance Day Service 

 Monas Queen service 

 Christmas Concert 

 Library support 

 Swimming pool support 

 

Governance 

Strategy: To ensure that Commissioners have access to information, training and support to make 

informed decisions. 

Goals: 

 To build good working relationships with other local authorities. 

 To provide representatives to a number of other local boards. 

 To ensure members conduct themselves in accordance with the Local Government Act, the 

Local Government Code of Conduct and our Standing Orders. 
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Item 10.4 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

MEETING DATES 2019 

 

Below is a list of scheduled meeting dates for the coming year along with 

annual leave dates for the Clerk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 11.1 

2019 Meeting Dates 

24th April 2019  

8th May 2019 AGM 

22nd May 2019  

12th June 2019 
Notice to be issued by 7th June if meeting 

is required 

26th June 2019 Supt. Maddocks, Policing Operations 

10th July 2019 
Notice to be issued by 5th July if meeting is 
required 

24th July 2019  

14th August 2019 
Notice to be issued by 9th August if 
meeting is required 

28th August 2019  

11th September 2019 
Notice to be issued by 6th September if 

meeting is required 

25th September 2019  

9th October 2019 
Notice to be issued by 4th October if 

meeting is required 

23rd October 2019  

13th November 2019 
Notice to be issued by 8th November if 
meeting is required 

27th November 2019  

11th December 2019  
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PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

INVITATIONS 
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Item 11.3 
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