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PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

 27th JANUARY 2021 

AGENDA – OPEN SESSION 

 

Item 

Number 
Item Action Required 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1.1 Welcome, Apologies & Declarations 
As required by Board 

members 

2. MINUTES 

2.1 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 

the 9th December 2020 
For Board approval  

3. MATTERS ARISING 

3.1 Matters arising from previous meetings  
Clerk to provide necessary 

updates 

4. MOTIONS – None 

5. FINANCE 

5.1 Invoices for payment in January 2021 For Board approval 

6. PROJECTS 

6.1 Manxonia House  For noting       

6.2 Skate Park – No update N/A 

6.3 Public Conveniences – No update N/A 
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6.4 Happy Valley  For noting  

6.5 Boat Park – No update N/A 

6.6 Jetty Repair  For discussion  

6.7 Bay Queen Exhibition – No update N/A 

6.8 East Room  For noting  

6.9 Town Branding Project – No update N/A 

6.10 Bathing Water Designation  For noting 

6.11 PSM Post Office  For Board discussion  

7. HOUSING - None 

7.1 Housing Officers Report For discussion 

7.2 Tenancy Arrears Report For noting 

8. PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE & COMMUNICATIONS  

8.1 Thank you letter from Motiv8 For noting 

8.2 Request to extend trader licence  For Board discussion 
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9. PLANNING MATTERS 

9.1 Planning Applications For Board discussion 

9.2 Planning Approvals For noting 

9.3 Planning Refusals For noting  

10. POLICY & RESOURCES 

10.1 Covid-19 Update For Board discussion & 

noting  

10.2 Draft document for elections For Board discussion  

10.3 2021 Meeting Dates For noting 

11. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS - None 

12 INVITATIONS - None 

13 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE 

(BY PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR) 
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Item 3.1 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS  

MATTERS ARISING & PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE REPORT 

Matters Arising  

 

Street Lighting near the Pavilion car park – The matter has been brought to 

the attention of Manx Utilities and the below response has been received; 

 Hi Hayley 
  
I was in the area of Kallow Point road today and looked into this enquiry, please see the attached 
proposed location and civil works plan and pictures of the area. 
  
Due to the position of the proposed column on the pavement in-between the boundary of Numbers 
5 and 7 Kallow point road and to ensure a trouble free process, would the commissioners be able to 
inform / consult with the property owners before committing to the works. 
  
If would wish to proceed with this proposal we can give you estimate cost for the works, have any 
questions please contact Lee or myself. 
  
Kind Regards 

 

A further email confirming the estimated costs to be £3,200 were then received.  

Should the Board wish to proceed, neighbouring properties will be written to  

ascertain any objections to the proposal.  
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Pride O’ Purt Le Moirrey – The form was updated as agreed and is available 

until 31st January 2021. 

 

Public Correspondence  

 

There was no correspondence.  
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Item 5.1 
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Item 6.1-6.11 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PROJECTS UPDATE 

 

6.1 

Manxonia House 

The sale of Manxonia House was completed.  Discussions are ongoing 

with the LGU regarding use of the funds received.   

6.2 
Skate Park  

No update available.  

6.3 
Public Conveniences 

No update available. 

6.4 
Happy Valley  

Tenders are due to be received 31st January 2021.      

6.5 
Boat Park 

The project is on hold.   

6.6 

Jetty Repair 

The Department have confirmed that all responsibility for the jetty 

remains with PSMC.  A copy of the lease agreement was circulated with 

this Agenda.   

6.7 
Bay Queen Exhibition  

The project is on hold. 

6.8 
East Room 

Once restrictions are lifted work will recommence.        

6.9 

Town Branding Project  

The Department were advised that the Board would like large scale 

maps for any additional budget.  

 

6.10 

Bathing Waters Designation  

The following update email was received; 
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Hi Hayley, 
  
I am just writing with regard to the bathing water designation for Chapel beach which 
was approved in December 2019. 
  
Further to my letter last year and the current circuit breaker lockdown I am unable to set 
up a meeting to further discuss the bathing water profile and beach signage. I just 
thought I would let you know that I am progressing with the profile and signage 
infromation and will be in contact as the restrictions ease to discuss an appropaite 
location for the signage and the content. 
  
The bathing water season commences on the 1st May 2021 and sampling will be 
undertaken weekly by DEFA officers. 
  
If you have any questions in the meantime please give me a call on 298053. 
  
Kind Regards, 
Danielle 
  
Danielle Coombes 

Environmental Protection Officer 
 

6.11 

PSM Post Office 

A response to the Expression of Interest regarding parcel collection was 

responded to.  A response to the complaint was received and follows 

this report. 
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Item 7.1 

 

 



 

  

 

Item 7.2 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Item 8.1 

 

 



 

  

Item 8.2 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS  

 

REQUEST TO EXTEND TRADER LICENCE  

 

 

Simply V 

The Traders Licence issued to Simply V expires at the end of January, the trader has 

requested an extension.  The trader is purchasing a truck which will be available for 

event hire etc, however the current catering trailer will remain in place.  

 

No complaints have been received and it is recommended a rolling 12 month licence 

is issued.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 9.1 - 9.3 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 



 

  

PLANNING 

 

Item 9.1 Applications 

PA20/01450/b 43 High Street, Port St Mary. Alterations, installation of 2 

replacement windows, shop window and door with a single window and 

replacement door and replacement of cement roof tiles with slate. 

Planning Applications – Publications list on gov.im. Comments or objections 

relative to this list (18.12.20) must be submitted by 8th January 2021 – 

circulated by email 20/1/2021 

PA20/01553/B Cornerstones, Lime Street, Port St Mary. Installation of 

replacement windows and door. 

Planning Applications – Publications list on gov.im. Comments or objections 

relative to this list (15.01.21) must be submitted by 5th February 2021 

 

Item 9.2 Approvals 

PA20/01230/GB Railway Station, Station Road, Port St Mary. Conversion of 

existing station to provide museum, tearoom and office accommodation with 

associated parking (amendment to approved PA19/01117/GB) (in association 

with PA20/01231/CON). Installation of secondary escape stairs to comply with 

fire regulations. Approved. 

 

PA20/01231/CON Railway Station, Station Road, Port St Mary. Registered 

building consent for conversion of existing station to provide museum, 

tearoom and office accommodation with associated parking (amendment to 

PA19/01118/CON) (in association with PA20/01230/GB. Approved. 

PA20/01261/B 1 Primrose Terrace, Port St Mary. Alterations and erection of 

rear extension.  

PA20/01196/B Cliff Cottage, Bay View Road, Port St Mary. Variation of 

condition 1 to PA16/01006/B Demolition of existing wall and construction of 

new ring beam and decking area, to extend period of approval for a further 

four years. 

PA20/01261/B 1 Primrose Terrace, Port St Mary. Alterations and erection of 

rear extension. Approved. 

 

PA20/01156/B Chapel Bay House, The Promenade, Port St Mary. Alteration 

and erection of an extension to dwelling. Approved. 

 

Item 9.3 Refusals 

PA20/01324/B Saoirse, Station Road, Port St Mary. Erection of a dwelling. 

Refused. 



 

  

The planning appeal information for 22 Underway, Shore Road was submitted and 

acknowledged. 



 

  

Item 10.1 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

 

Staff 

All staff are working from home where possible, there is 1 member of the staff in 

the office at a time (rota basis) to co-ordinate the outdoor staff and sheltered 

housing staff.  The outdoor staff have been split into teams but remain in work. 

 

Play Park 

The play park remains closed until restrictions are eased.  

 

Public conveniences 

Public conveniences remain closed until restrictions are eased.  

 

Catwalk 

The one way system on the catwalk was reintroduced as requested.  

 

Bring Banks 

DOI run bring bank sites remain operational.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Item 10.2 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

NOTES FOR POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO PORT 

ST MARY COMMISSIONERS ON THU 22 APRIL 2021 

Is Being A Commissioner Worth It? 

Yes it certainly is, because you are acting at a very local level. You can have an 

immediate effect on the residents and life of the village. The topics we deal with 

are often challenging but are always interesting.  

We can and do ‘make a difference’ in numerous ways, many of which residents 

don’t see or just take for granted.  

Remember, though, that you are elected to represent and serve the residents of 

the village, generally not our own interests. 

How Many and How long? 

From 22 April there will be 7 members of the Board of Port St Mary 

Commissioners so there will be 7 vacancies to be filled.  

Commissioners are elected to serve, and are expected to serve, for 4 years. Mid-

term by-elections are expensive for the ratepayers so it is preferable to serve the 

full term if you can! 

How Much Does It Pay? 

Commissioners are unpaid but do receive an attendance allowance of £30 for a 

full meeting, to cover the costs of being a Commissioner. You are not obliged to 

accept it, however, and some Commissioners do not whilst others donate it to 

charity.  

What Are Commissioners Responsible For? 

Within Port St Mary boundaries, we are responsible for: 

 Refuse collection, grass cutting, beach management and beach cleaning, Local 

Authority Housing (we have 122 houses), dog & litter byelaws, street lighting, 

abandoned vehicles, commissioner owned car parks, Garden of Remembrance, 

play areas and open spaces, dealing with complaints, the Town Hall and offices, 



 

  

civic events such as the Celebration of Christmas and the Mona’s Queen Annual 

Service. Oh, and of course the finances – within reason. 

We do NOT manage the staff or their day-to-day activities. That is done by the 

Clerk. The Commissioners set the policy, give guidance and make the bigger 

decisions. The Clerk, ultimately supervised by the Board of Commissioners, 

implements those and manages the staff and day-to-day activities 

Annually, we also set the domestic rates from which we derive most of our 

income.  

We comment on planning applications and on Government consultations. 

We are not responsible for roads and road maintenance, or other areas which are 

the responsibility of Government Departs or agencies (e.g. Education, Health, 

Post Office, MUA) although we can seek to influence them and our voice is 

usually listened to, but with varying degrees of success. 

We provide representatives to serve on other committees and boards, such as 

the Southern Amenities site, The Southern Swimming Pool and sheltered 

housing. 

Land/building assets  

 

We own the Golf Course (leased to the Golf Club) and Pavilion, the public 

toilets, tennis courts, play area, croquet lawn, Town Hall, rifle club and depot 

building  and various small parcels of land. We can, subject to specific 

conditions, purchase, sell and lease buildings and land. 

 

'Hot topics'   

 

Things which are likely to prove challenging in the near to medium future 

include the future of PSM Bowling Club, climate change, reform of the rating 

system and  reform of local government. 

Meetings  

Meetings are normally held once per month on the 4th Wednesday of each 

month although additional meetings can be added if necessary. They are 



 

  

attended by all available members and chaired by the Chair of Commissioners, 

with the Clerk and the Housing Officer in attendance. If members miss too 

many meetings they can be removed. 

Decisions are made by a clear majority of the Board although in the event of a 

tied vote the Chair may use their casting vote.  

Members of the public can attend the first, public part of the meetings but not 

the second, private, part which deals with confidential matters. The private 

matters, by law, cannot be discussed outside Board meetings. You will probably 

find it very useful to attend some of the public parts of the meetings where you 

can listen but not speak. These start at 7.30 pm and will give you a very good 

idea of how the Board works and what topics it discusses. 

The conduct of meetings and the conduct of Commissioners  are governed by 

the Local Government Act and by our Standing Orders which are at:   

http://www.portstmary.gov.im/ 

Board Papers 

The Board papers for meetings are issued on the Friday before the meeting so 

you have 4 clear days to read and understand them. They are issued by email - 

and in hard copy unless you wish otherwise. 

Meetings and the related Board agendas, minutes and papers  are split into 2 

parts – public and private. You will find it useful to look at the published public 

papers which are on the Port St Mary Commissioners website  at:  

http://www.portstmary.gov.im/ 

Typically it will take you 2-4 hours , once a month, to familiarise yourself with 

the papers  

Meetings normally start at 7.30pm and last 2 to 2 ½ hours. Often, though, there 

are guest speakers who attend from 7 pm to deal with specific topics.  

What Are We Trying To Achieve – The Board Strategy 

The Board Strategy, published in 2019, sets out what we want to achieve and is a 

concise 3-page document which you can find at:  

http://www.portstmary.gov.im/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Strategy-Doc-June-

2019.pdf 

http://www.portstmary.gov.im/
http://www.portstmary.gov.im/
http://www.portstmary.gov.im/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Strategy-Doc-June-2019.pdf
http://www.portstmary.gov.im/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Strategy-Doc-June-2019.pdf


 

  

Residents 

Port St Mary residents may well approach you – usually informally in the street or 

at a social event – seeking information or assistance. Being able to help someone is 

one of the most satisfying parts of being a Commissioner. If you don’t know the 

answer, promise to find out and let them know - AND KEEP YOUR PROMISE! If 

you cannot help, explain why and tell them who can, or might be able to help. 

Always remain polite and courteous and never ignore them or their request no 

matter what you personally think of it.   

The Money 

Just about all you could want to know about Port St Mary Finances is on the Port 

St Mary Commissioners website at: 

http://www.portstmary.gov.im/ 

You will rapidly realise that our finances are quite tight and that, contrary to 

public opinion, we are not afloat with cash and reserves. Some of our most 

difficult decisions are around spending! 

Want To Know More?  

If you would like to talk to an existing Commissioner, we are all very happy to 

talk to you – please just get in touch!  Alternatively, our Clerk, Hayley, will be 

happy to help. 

 

The Board of Commissioners 

Port St Mary 
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Item 10.3 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

MEETING DATES FOR 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Meeting Dates 

10th February 2021 
Notice to be issued by 5th February if 

meeting required 

24th February 2021  

10th  March 2021 
Notice to be issued by 5th March if meeting 

required 

24th March 2021  

14th April 2021 Last meeting of the current Board 

22nd April 2021 Election  

28th April 2021 Date to be kept available if required 

12th May 2021 AGM 


