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PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINARY BOARD MEETING 

23rd FEBRUARY 2022 

AGENDA – OPEN SESSION 

 

Item 

Number 
Item Action Required 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING 

1.1 Welcome, Apologies & Declarations 
As required by Board 

members 

2. MINUTES 

2.1 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 

the 26th January 2022 
For Board approval  

3. MATTERS ARISING 

3.1 Matters arising from previous meetings  
Clerk to provide necessary 

updates 

4. MOTIONS – None 

5. FINANCE 

5.1 Invoices for payment in February 2022 For Board approval 

6. PROJECTS 

6.1 Boat Park  For noting  

6.2 Town Branding Project  For noting 

6.3 Rushen Heritage Trust Street Signs  For noting   
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6.4 Highways  For Board discussion  

6.5 Town Hall Access For noting  

6.6 Amenities For noting  

6.7 IOM Transport – bus link info For noting   

6.8 Refuse Tender Contract For noting  

7. HOUSING  

7.1 Housing Officers Report For Board discussion 

7.2 Tenancy Arrears Report For Board discussion 

8. PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE & COMMUNICATIONS  

8.1 
Correspondence from Port Erin 

Commissioners re library 

For Board discussion & 

response  

8.2 

Correspondence from Roman Catholic 

Churches regarding attendance at Civic 

Events 

For Board discussion & 

response  

8.3 Request to remove tree in Creggan Mooar 
For Board discussion & 

response  

8.4 Manx Harriers Easter Festival Event  For noting  

8.5 
Suspension of parking on the High Street 

notification – Manx Telecom  
For noting  

9. PLANNING MATTERS 
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9.1 Planning Applications  For approval  

9.2 Planning Approvals For noting  

9.3 Allotment Sheds Update N/A  

10. POLICY & RESOURCES 

10.1 1st Supplemental List 2022 For noting  

10.2 2022 Meeting Dates For Board discussion    

11. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS - None 

12. INVITATIONS - None 

13. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE 

(BY PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR) 



Page 4 of 25 

 

 

Item 3.1 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS  

MATTERS ARISING & PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE REPORT 

 

Matters Arising  

Data Sharing Agreement with the Police – Ongoing.  

Simply V Traders Licence – Issue as approved.  

 

Public Correspondence  

N/A 
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Item 5.1 
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Item 6.1-6.8 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

PROJECTS UPDATE 

 

 

 
 

6.1 
Boat Park 

Resurfacing is scheduled for summer 2022.        

6.2 
Town Branding Project  

Additional quotations have been requested and are being sought.    

6.3 

Rushen Heritage Street Signs 

Additional street sign wording has been approved and proofs have been 

requested from the printers.       

6.4 

Highways  

A chaser e-mail has been sent to the Department regarding outstanding items.  
 

Further information is awaited regarding the residents parking permits.    

6.5 

Town Hall Access 

The access improvement work to the office is now complete.  

Discussions regarding the Regeneration application to replace the lift are 

ongoing.       

6.6 

Amenities 

Tennis Courts – Private Agenda due to commercial sensitivity. 

Playpark Flooring – On hold until consultation ends.  

Splash Park & Beach Huts (including feasibility study requested by LVW) – no 

update available.   

6.7 

IOM Transport – Bus data request 

A meeting date with Mr Longworth is being finalised.   

 

6.8 

Refuse Tender Contract 

Four Expressions of Interest have been received, tenders will be on the March 

Agenda for selection.  
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 Item 7.1 
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Item 7.2 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

Tenancy Arrears Report for August Meeting 

Week 47 2022 commencing 21st February 2022. 

Management Summary 

Unpaid rents currently stand at £30,259.49 an increase of £1,341.73 since the previous report— see 

detailed analysis on the following page.   

The first graph shows the rent arrears by sector over the last 12 months. As in previous months, all 

arrears are housing related.  

 

Number of Debtors and Actions Taken 

The second graph shows the number of debtors categorised by how much they owe.  
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Tenancy Arrears Report for August Meeting 

Week 47 2022 commencing 21st February 2022. 

 (Continued) 

 

Below is a detailed analysis of the arrears and the separate action being taken for each tenant.   

Uncontrolled debt 

 

There are currently 4 tenants with uncontrolled debt.  

 

Tenant 1 – Arrears £2,842.83 (no movement since previous report)  

Request for judgment of an instalment order granted by court, payments of £ 100.00 per 

month to be received from 14th September 2020. Finance officer has communicated payments 

are to be received no later than the 23rd of each month, tenant has defaulted on court order 

and further small claims court proceedings for the full amount are being initiated.  

Tenant 2 - Arrears £ 13,842.83 (increased by £624.28 since previous report) 

Small claims court has granted attachment of earnings on 10 August 2020, to commence and be 

received by Coroner of Rushen from tenant’s employer on monthly basis as of the 26 August 2020. 

The attachment of earnings is only in respect of the arrears, tenant is still obligated to pay monthly 

rent. 

 

Further discussion through email took place at the end of September 2020 with elected advocates to 

ensure attachment of earnings in respect of arrears has been communicated with the tenant’s 

employer. Payment of the attachment of earnings order has continued to be received by the coroner 

in the amount of £ 241.61, but there has been a delay by the coroner in the repayment to us. 

Tenant has commenced paying rent, having been served notice to quit in the event of further 

defaults on payment. Further court proceedings are underway in respect to the future of the tenancy 

and the arrears.  Arrears have increased due a missed rental payment, confirmation is waiting from 

the tenant’s employer to confirm this was an admin error.  

 

Tenant 3 – Arrears £863.34 (previous tenant)  

This amount was previously removed from the report at the request of the Board.  Permission is 

sought to take the previous tenant to small claims to recover the full amount.   

 

Tenant 4 – Arrears £581.77 (previous tenant)  

Historic arrears from a previous tenant – small claims court to recover the full amount is being 

initiated.   

 

Controlled Debt 

 

The following tenants have controlled debt but due to the amounts, are being brought to the Boards 

attention: 

 

Tenant 5 – Arrears £ 1,102.48 (decreased by £38.30 since previous report)  

Tenant is now employed, and housing officer has agreed a payment plan of £130 per week with 

tenant to reduce arrears, tenant has been keeping up with payments. 

 

Tenant 6 – Arrears £ 1,029.35 (decreased by £26.55 since previous report) 

A payment plan pf £150 per week has been agreed to reduce the arrears. Arrears have increased 

due to the timing of the report  

 

Tenant 7 – Arrears £ 813.85 (increased by £157.18 since previous report) 

Housing Officer to communicate with tenant.   
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Tenancy Arrears Report for August Meeting 

Week 47 2022 commencing 21st February 2022. 

 (Continued) 

 

Tenant 8 – Arrears £ 728.74 (increased by £141.20 since previous report) 

Tenant is addressing arrears by remitting small additional amounts to weekly rent on a consistent 

basis. Arrears have increased this month due to timing of the report.   

 

Tenant 9 – Arrears £ 409.13 (decreased by £ 87.99 since previous report) 

Adhering to payment plan.   

 

Tenant 10 – Arrears £ 983.46 (decreased by £130.28 since previous report) 

Tenant has agreed a payment plan with the Housing Officer.  

 

Tenant 11 – Arrears £1,790.90 (decreased by £330.35 since previous report) 

Housing Officer is corresponding with the tenant, a meeting is to be arranged.  

 

Tenant 12 – Arrears £ 854.58 (increased by £241.40 since previous report) 

The tenant has agreed to pay an extra £10 per week to reduce arrears, however has fallen behind 

over the Christmas period.   

 

Tenant 13 – Arrears £ 885.21 (increased by £241.20 since previous report) 

The Housing Officer is contacting the tenant.  

 

Tenant 14 – Arrears £ 604.64 (decreased by £33.50 since previous report) 

The Housing Officer has contacted tenant and arrears are reducing.    

 

Tenant 15 – Arrears £ 895.65 (increased by £269.75 since previous report) 

The Housing Officer is contacting the tenant.  

 

Tenant 16 – Arrears £ 551.15 (Arrears have not moved since last report) 

The Housing Officer is contacting the DHSS re rent direct payment amount being insufficient.   

 

Tenant 17 – Arrears £786.72 (new addition to report) 

Housing Officer is contacting tenant.  

 

Tenant 18 – Arrears £1,074.08 (new addition to report) 

Housing Officer has contacted the tenant with a view to agreeing a payment plan. 
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Items 8.1 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE  

 
Sent: 28 January 2022 10:32 
Subject: George Herdman Library 

  

Good morning to you both, 
  
The Board of Port Erin Commissioners has asked me to write to you to explain one of the comments 
within its news release issued with its rates estimates this week and to pass this onto your respective 
Boards for consideration. The comment was as follows: 
  
“The Board is considering library membership options for non-Port Erin rate paying members and will 
raise these with the other local authorities in the coming weeks.” 
  
To the end of the calendar year 2021, the George Herdman Library has had an increase in overall 
members from 3,271 in 2020 up to 3,604. Of these members, 816 are what we would term 
active/regular users. Of those active/regular members, 108 are from Port St Mary, and 175 from 
Arbory & Rushen Parish which is just over a third of all active/regular members. 
  
You may recall that free membership for all was introduced a few years ago. This reduced the 
income of the library by around £3,000 at the time. 
  
A recent FOI request was received by Port Erin Commissioners requesting information about 
donations to the library from other local authorities. You can see the published response via the link 
below. 
  
THE COMMISSIONERS OF PORT ERIN (gov.im) 
  
As you can see, donations received have reduced and in line with the loss of income from offering 
free membership to non-Port Erin ratepayers, the impact on the finances for the library give the 
Board cause for concern. 
  
The Board would ideally not wish to reintroduce a membership fee as it sees this as a backward step, 
particularly in light of the cost of living increases facing Island residents. Each of the local authorities 
equally find themselves under cost pressures with increases to the Amenity site & Pool contributions 
as well as inflationary rises. 
  
The budget for Port Erin Commissioners for the forthcoming financial year can be found via the link 
below which indicates the income and estimated costs for the library. 
  
Budget 2022-23 Working Copy v0.1.xlsx (netsuite.com) 
  
Within the budget, an assumed income has been included. This was based upon a £20 per person 
membership fee for non-Port Erin ratepayers, equating to a £5,900 income. The balance of the 
income figure shown is income from the George Herdman Trust. 
  
The Board has considered budget savings such as reduced book expenditure, reduced opening hours, 
etc., however, as such an important community asset it was felt that these should be lower down for 
consideration. 
  

http://www.porterin.gov.im/core/media/media.nl?id=153647&c=3656108&h=pEW28mpI-sRgMV-Z2PNoHredMnX3lwDClnqufMBOP-riYm8F&fcts=20220127090730&whence=
https://3656108.app.netsuite.com/core/media/media.nl?id=153444&c=3656108&h=wyF-SgaZ_VbY8QYiPQQwAtkjH4JEf-AyYOrIDB_Zen_gZSR5&_xt=.pdf&vid=ZQ2qcgrRAr0p-qYE&chrole=17&ck=qTepBwrRArsp-nyd&cktime=193369&promocode=&promocodeaction=overwrite&sj=1sRIal0FE6EM9CG8OEgkVZGuQ%3B1643362379%3B786159000
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With the aforementioned background, please could your Boards consider the following: 
  

 Would your Board be able to make a donation contribution in line with the active/regular 
members from within each of your authorities? 
 

 If not, would your Board agree that a user pays model with the reintroduction of a 
membership fee for non-Port Erin ratepayers is preferable? 

  
If you need to discuss any of the above with me ahead of your next Board meeting or need any 
additional information, please do not hesitate to get in contact. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Jason 
  
Jason Roberts 
Clerk 
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Items 8.2 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE  

 

 

Angela Main Thompson OBE 

Fo Ghlion, 

15, Ballachrink, 

Colby 

Isle of Man 

IM9 4PB 

14 February 2022 

Hayley Fargher, 

Clerk to the Port St Mary Commissioners  

By e-mail 

 

Dear Hayley, 

Civic Church Services 

I am writing to you in my capacity as the Leader of the Ecumenical Group which is being 

established by the Roman Catholic churches of St Mary’s Castletown and St Columba’s Port 

Erin.  

Many members of the two congregations remember that in Father Hurst’s time he and the 

congregation were actively involved in the civic life of the various local authorities covered 

by our rather large ecclesiastical parish. His successor was less interested in engagement 

with the wider community and, as a result, our involvement in these events virtually ceased. 

This was and is a matter of regret to a number of us, and our new Parish Priest, Fr Joseph 

Kiganda CSSp is anxious to reconnect, not only with the other churches in the south of the 

Island, but also with the civic authorities. He may not be able to attend every event in the 

local authority areas personally, but he is assisted by a Deacon, Alan Molloy. 

The annual Civic Services were, of course, suspended during the period of Covid 

restrictions, and I do not know whether they are being reinstated in any of the local 

authority areas, but, if they are, we should like to take part. There are other civic occasions 

such as Remembrance Sunday, although the focus on 1100 on that occasion may make 

attendance difficult: we certainly could not cover every local authority service! You will be 

aware of other events in Port St Mary where our attendance would be appropriate. 

I should be grateful if you would inform the Commissioners of our desire to be involved, 

and I can assure you that we will only commit to what we can deliver. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Angela Main Thompson 
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Items 8.3 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE  

 
Dear Commissioners 
  
I am the owner of the above property. 
  
On the grass verge at the rear of the property is a mature cherry tree. I would like to apply for a 
licence to remove said tree as its roots are growing into my garden, and that of my neighbours Mr 
and Mrs O’Neill, who are in agreement that the licence to remove be applied for on all our behalf. 
  
Wilson Tree Care have examined the tree and are in agreement that the roots are detrimental to the 
gardens they have grown into. They are applying for the licence on our behalf and have made initial 
enquiries to DEFA. Before an application can be considered, DEFA would like confirmation that the 
tree is not owned by the Commissioners.  I made initial enquiries with your works foreman on this 
subject during our first lockdown and he came along and confirmed that the tree is not the 
responsibility of the Commissioners although the grass verge is maintained by yourselves. 
  
I have also contacted the DOI who confirm that their records show they do not own the tree. They 
consider that the tree was probably planted by the developer of Creggan Mooar. 
  
I would be grateful if the Commissioners could confirm that they do not own the tree so that Wilson 
Tree Care, on behalf of myself and my neighbours, may commence the application process. 
  
With many thanks. 
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Items 8.4 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE  
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Items 8.5 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

PUBLIC CORRESPONDENCE  
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Items 9.1 – 9.3 

PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

PLANNING 

 

Item 9.1 Planning Applications  

21/01491/B Amended plans. Clubhouse Lime Street Port St. Mary Isle Of Man IM9 

5ED. Erection of new timber/steel frame constructed single storey extension to the 

North East Elevation with terrace over 

The Secretary for the Planning Committee has received amended plans/detail relative 

to the abovementioned planning application (which is available for viewing at through 

our online service www.gov.im/viewapplications)  

Waitara update – After discussions with the property owner, it was noted that the 

Board had previously approved access over the land due to a right of way.  This 

objection was removed, however the objection regarding concern in relation to the 

current sewage system remains.  

 

Item 9.2 Planning Approvals 

21/01339/B The Quoins, Fistard, Port St Mary. Alterations and extension to existing 

garage. Revised plans to show improved onsite vehicular parking arrangements. 

21/01034/B Geay Varrey, Four Roads, Port St Mary. Erection of a ground floor and 

first floor extension with associated first floor balcony.  

22/00053/B Ballamaria, Bay View Road, Port St Mary. Replace rear timber sash 

windows with PVC sash windows, and replacement of front and side elevation door 

with PVC doors 

 

Item 9.3 Allotment Sheds – No update available.  

 

http://www.gov.im/viewapplications
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Item 10.1 
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  Item 10.2 
PORT ST MARY COMMISSIONERS 

 

MEETING DATES FOR 2022 

 

 

 

 

2022 Meeting Dates 

9th March 2022 Notice to be issued by 4th March if meeting required 

23rd March 2022  

13th April 2022 Notice to be issued by 8th April if meeting required 

27th April 2022  

11th May 2022 AGM 

25th May 2022  

8th June 2022 Notice to be issued by 3rd June if meeting required 

22nd June 2022  

13th July 2022 Notice to be issued by 8th July if meeting required 

27th July 2022  

10th August 2022 Notice to be issued by 5th August if meeting required 

24th August 2022  

14th September 2022 Notice to be issued by 9th Sept if meeting required 

28th September 2022  

12th October 2022 Notice to be issued by 7th October if meeting required 

26th October 2022  

9th November 2022 Notice to be issued by 4th Nov if meeting required 

23rd November 2022  

14th December 2022 Only 1 meeting in December  


