Parrante,

an

RATE INCREASE SET AT 8.83%

The Board of Port St Mary Commissioners announce a rate increase for the
coming 2026/27 year of 8.83%.

The new rate will be set at 456 pence in the pound (2025/26: 419 pence),
representing an increase from the previous year of 37 pence in the pound.

By way of an illustration, for a three-bedroom property with a garage, this 1s an
average increase of £44.03 or 85p per week. For an older property of that type,
£18.50 or 36p per week. Please bear in mind that the increase does not apply to
the whole of your rates statement which includes central government rates.

The decision to increase rates was taken after much discussion by the Board and
is driven by multiple factors including:
e increases in refuse costs
maintaining the play park and public amenities
replacement of equipment for essential maintenance of the village
repairs to the Town Hall and Workshop following water ingress
a new wall at the Pavilion to comply with the equality act
a replacement fence at the playpark following much wear and tear and
storm damage
e and a new website aimed at making our functions more accessible to the
public.

Port St Mary Commissioners does not have the benefit of large commercial
premises to bolster rate income like other authorities and are therefore more
reliant on the domestic rates to ensure the continuous management of the village
and port. The Board and officers are working on ways to increase annual revenue
and continue to find efficiencies in working practices.

The Authority also does not have large cash reserves with which to mitigate
increases and with Clause 5 of the Local Government (Amendment) Bill 2023
still on the House of Keys agenda, the Board do not feel it is prudent to utilise the
limited reserves in this time of uncertainty.

Under the guidance of the Board, officers will continue to work with the Rates
Department to recover rates arrears. As of 31% March 2025, there was £18,315
owed to the Authority from the rates year, an improvement of 11% on the prior



year. If you are in arrears, you are urged to contact the Rates Department on
685661 or at rates@gov.im to either agree a payment plan or settle your arrears
in full and avoid further action being taken.

If you are struggling financially, please contact the office on 832101 or contact
commissioners@portstmary.govim A member of our staff will be happy to
provide details of government departments and organisations that may be able to
assist you.

Jean Teare
Chair
3™ February 2026



The table below sets out the predicted income and expenditure for the 2026/27
financial year:

Income £ %
Rates 634,416 72
Administrative fees 122,200 14
Lettings 82,409 9
Commercial refuse 18,377 2
Other income and bank interest 18,544 2
Search fees 5,100 1
Memorial seats 2,700 0
883,746 100
Expenses
Salaries -350,181 40
Refuse costs -142,810 16
Commissioners' buildings -82,115 9
Amenity site -63,084 7
Parks, leisure and public areas -52,833 6
Public amenities -48,231 6
Office expenses -36,770 4
Street cleaning and conveniences -35,918 4
Street lighting -23,913 3
Professional fees -19,929 2
Vehicles -13,769 2
Civic events and donations -5,968 1
Staft training -4,008 0
Attendance allowances -2,730 0
Bank charges -1,490 0
-883,749 100
Predicted surplus/(deficit) -3
Note:

» Professional Fees includes audit, accountancy, consulting & legal fees

» Commissioners Buildings includes town hall costs and repairs, insurance and stores
expenses

» Refuse Costs includes tipping costs at the EFW & the current refuse contract

» Public Amenities includes swimming pool contribution, playground maintenance and
beach cleaning



